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SITUATED at 78 degrees 
North and forged by ice, 
wind and sea, Svalbard 
offers a spectacular range of 
adventures and the chance to 
see wildlife in its natural polar 
habitat. 

It’s located right on the 
edge of the ever frozen Arctic 
Ocean, halfway between 
Norway and The North 
Pole and due to this unique 
location, Spitsbergen and the 
other islands in the Svalbard 
archipelago are biological 
hotspots. Wildlife here is 
extraordinary, adapting to 
survive extreme conditions and 
reining this fragile foodweb 
is the top predator: the Polar 
Bear. 

This is one of Europes last 
remaining pristine areas - a 
true Arctic wilderness, with a 
small town “Longyearbyen”, 
snuggled down in the middle, 
surrounded by nature. 

There are on average 
only 2600 human inhabitants 
year round that call Svalbard 

Cruising to Cairns

Hurtigruten Expedition 
to Pristine Arctic Waters

Generational Appetites

home...and it’s a fact, that 
there are indeed, more polar 
bears than humans that reside 
in this magical place...

Hurtigrutens expedition 
DNA is drawn from their first 
sailing to Svalbard in 1896. 
This month, Hurtigruten 
is celebrating their polar 
expertise and know-how by 
offering our clients a BONUS 
AUD$600 per cabin on 
board credit on all Svalbard 
departures in 2022, 2023 and 
2024. 

It’s time to explore these 
pristine Arctic waters with the 
polar experts.

THE long-awaited first 
domestic cruise will dock at 
Cairns Cruise Liner Terminal 
on Saturday, 18 June, with 
1500 guests onboard.

We welcome P&O’s Pacific 
Explorer to Cairns and are 
looking forward to many more 
cruises in and out of our 
beautiful city.

BABY Boomers have more 
time and money to travel than 
other demographic, albeit at an 
easier pace and with an eye 
on health and mobility issues, 
according to a new study.

The two-year study also 
showed that Boomers value 
travel agents more than any 
other age group, craving 
expert advice both during the 
booking process and while on 
an overseas adventure.

Small, private group tours 
are generally the preference, 
with a high value placed on 
spending quality time as a 
family, dubbed ‘spending the 
kids’ inheritance trips’.

Meanwhile, Gen Xs (born 
between 1965 and 1980) 
tend to travel less than other 
generations due to hectic 
schedules, the study suggests, 
however when they do book a 

trip they value the opportunity 
to switch off and recharge, and 
lead the way when it comes to 
spending on trips.

Their children often inform 
travel decisions, including the 
destination and experiences, 
while Gen X also crave “smart 
luxury” and are willing to shell 
out a little more for quality.

When it comes to 
Millennials, the report 
concluded travel is a “crucial” 
part of their lifestyle, with trips 
having a strong emphasis on 
exploring cultures.

The younger generation 
also like to be inspired by 
social media, sustainability, 
culinary experiences, and 
holidays that ensure they “live 
in the now rather than saving 
for retirement like generations 
before them”.

Source: The Travel Daily
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The Most Luxurious Cruise Suites at Sea
PRIVATE butlers, in-room 
theatres, and cantilevered 
showers are a mere taste of 
the opulence that awaits on 
the high seas.

There’s nothing quite like 
an ocean cruise. From wildlife 
spotting in the Antarctic to 
iconic cities in the mighty 
Mediterranean, every day 
leads to a new discovery 
beyond the horizon.

With premium suites that 
are this luxurious though, it’s 
a wonder anyone leaves the 
ships at all.

Floating apartments with 
private wine cellars, jewel-like 
showers that jut out above 
the water, a two-storey suite 
hidden inside the funnel… no 
expense has been spared in 
creating the most opulent and 
exclusive experiences. And 
these features are just the tip 

of the iceberg. 
Ready for a taste of the 

‘suite life’? These are some of 
the most luxurious cabins at 
sea.

Royal Loft Suite - Ovation 
of the Seas - Split across two 
levels, Royal Caribbean’s 
Royal Loft Suite – available 
on Oasis and Quantum class 
ships – is a stunning sanctuary 
with two bedrooms and 
ample relaxation and seating 
zones. It’s also well suited to 
entertaining.

Travelling with the kids? 
A playful ‘Ultimate Family’ 
suite with an in-room slide, 
air hockey table and cinema 
is available too. There’s 
also a Royal Genie at your 
disposal to organise exclusive 
experiences, from planning 
the perfect date to front row 
theatre seats.

Owner’s Suite - Viking 
Orion - Coming in at a lofty 
135 sqm, the Owner’s Suite 
aboard Viking Orion is up there 
with the best of them. Within 
you’ll find a spacious living 
room adorned in rich textiles, 
with a well-stocked library and 
cosy lounge to sink into, plus a 
private verandah to enter the 
sea air.

Love to entertain? There’s 
a six-person dining table and 
curated wine collection in 
arm’s reach, plus a boardroom 
with a ‘fireplace’ and seating 
for 12.

Regent Suite - Seven 
Seas Explorer - Though 
well known for its opulence, 
Regent Seven Seas takes that 
reputation to the next level in 
its meticulously-styled Regent 
Suites – each one so opulent 
you’d think you were on land.

Found onboard the Seven 
Seas Explorer, Grandeur 
and Splendor ships, the 
lavish suites include marble 
and stone bathrooms, two 

bedrooms and a separate 
dining and lounge area, an 
in-suite spa with sauna and 
jacuzzi, and two balconies with 
a mini spa pool.

Reflection Suite 
- Celebrity Reflection - 
Accessible by a private 
corridor, the Reflection Suite is 
like a multi-faceted diamond, 
complete with floor-to-ceiling 
windows, spacious living and 
dining areas, and a unique 
cantilevered glass shower that 
juts out over the water. Don’t 
worry though, no one can see 
you!

Cosy vintage-style 
armchairs, a chic 10-person 
dining setting, and a verandah 
with rain shower and tub round 
out the experience.

Source: Executive Traveller
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New Aurora Voyages

Sustainable Cruise Line

Our BLT Weipa store 
will soon have a  
new address.

AURORA Expeditions has 
released its new 2023/24 
voyages in Antarctica and the 
Arctic, with six new Antarctica 
itineraries and five Arctic 
cruises to choose from.

Aurora has also announced 
10 additional staterooms on 
the February 2023 Antarctic 
Climate Expedition.

Contact BLT to find out 
more.

Warm Welcome to Laura
LAURA is new to the travel 
industry and excited to get her 
foot in the door of such a fun 
profession in Weipa. 

“I have had previous 
experience in hospitality at 
places like the Star Casino, 
Broadbeach and administration 
work most recently working in 
a hospital.

I am a massive preacher 
of empathy and want to help 
everyone I come across so it 
will be very exciting to help in a 
more traditionally fun way like 
planning a holiday!

I am Gold Coast born and 
bred, so when my partner got 
the opportunity to flip his life 
upside down and move rurally 
to Weipa, I jumped on the 
bandwagon to try something 
completely new! 

I am a very “Type A”, 

detail and schedule orientated 
person so I think I’m really 
going to love building 
itineraries and making people’s 
travel dreams come true.

I have travelled the Great 
Ocean Road, twice, visited 
and loved Bali, New Zealand 
and of course our beautiful 
Airlie Beach. I can’t wait to 
go on many more of my own 
adventures!”

When you cruise NCL, you get more value - whether you’ve been daydreaming of whale watching in 
Alaska, touring ancient ruins in the Greek Isles or exploring one of NCL’s other top destinations.

Save big with up to 35% Off* and take all 5 free offers including a Free Beverage Package,  
Free Specialty Dining and Much more*.

Plus book by 30 June 2022 and you will enjoy US$200 onboard credit*!

And with Reduced Rates for 3rd and 4th Guests*, you can bring your friends and family.

Allow us to take the stress from booking your holiday and contact BLT today!  Sale ends soon.

https://www.ncl.com/au/en/vacations
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CAIRNS
BUSINESS & LEISURE TRAVEL

347-349 Sheridan Street
Cairns North, Queensland 4870

Tel: 07 4080 4000
Email: cairns@BLT.com.au  

WEIPA
BUSINESS & LEISURE TRAVEL

Heritage Shopping Plaza
Weipa, Queensland 4874

Tel: 07 4082 4800
Email: weipa@BLT.com.au  

www.blt.com.au/ncl

NORWEGIAN Cruise 
Line(NCL) has released its 
2021 Environmental, Social 
and Governance (ESG) report, 
confirming a commitment to 
pursue net zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050.

The cruise line is currently 
investigating the introduction of 
methanol fuel by 2025, along 

with the feasibility of retrofitting 
existing ship engines to 
operate with both diesel and 
methanol. NCL has set a target 
for about 70% of its fleet to be 
equipped with shore power 
capabilities by 2025 and 
boosting offsets to help bridge 
the decarbonisation gap.

Source: The Travel Daily

I just got a full tank  
of petrol for $22.

It was for my 
lawnmower, but I’m  

trying to stay positive.
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BLT (QLD) Pty Ltd (t/a Cairns, Townsville, Weipa and Thursday Island Business & Leisure Travel)

US Drops Testing Rules

Masks Off At Airports

IN A huge boost for the 
outbound travel market to the 
United States, COVID testing 
requirements for passengers 
entering the country have been 
scrapped.

In welcoming the 
developments over the 
weekend, Australian 
Federation of Travel Agents 
said the decision by the US 
Government removed “a 
massive brake” on the popular 
US leisure and business travel 
market.

“North America is our third 
largest and most important 
market in terms of outbound 
travel for both corporate and 
leisure,” CEO Dean Long said.

“The fact...you can get on 
a flight to the United States 
without having to go through 
the rigmarole of a negative 
coronavirus test will unleash 
significant pent-up demand 
from Australians visiting the 
US for fun and for business,” 

THE Federal Government 
has announced the end of 
mask mandates within airport 
terminals across Australia 
effective from midnight on 
Friday (tonight).

he added.
The decision is also 

expected to increase 
volumes of American tourists 
to Australia, as many US 
residents previously feared 
being left stranded overseas 
because of the stringent 
testing policy.

The measure has been in 
place since early 2021, with 
the removal subject to a 90-
day review which could see 
testing return if new variants 
arise.

Source: The Travel Daily

However wearing a mask 
on board an aircraft  
remains a government 
requirement.

Source: The Travel Daily

Passport Frustration
DELAYS at the Australian 
Passport Office have thrown 
the travel plans for many 
Australians into disarray.

The hold up has been 
caused by a massive backlog 
of applications after two years 
of border closures, with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (DFAT) confirming 
that processing times have 
doubled since October.

DFAT is now advising 

applicants to allow at least six 
weeks to get their passports, 
however some prospective 
travellers have already waited 
eight weeks or more with no 
confirmation as to when their 
documents will arrive.

The Department’s website 
says applicants can get their 
passports within two business 
days for an extra $225.

Source: The Travel Daily
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