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FORMER Cunard vessel 
Queen Elizabeth 2, is set to 
become a permanent hotel 
for Accor’s MGallery Hotel 
Collection brand in Dubai.

Accor is taking ownership 
of the ship this month, 
revealing plans to undertake 
a major renovation before she 
will be offered as a floating 

SOUTH America lands back on 
the Qantas network later this 
year, with October 31 pencilled 
in as the restart date of direct 
flights between Australia and 
the Chilean capital on the 
Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner.

Qantas flight QF27 is 
scheduled to take-off just 
after lunchtime at 12:35pm on 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday, with the 13.5-
hour journey touching down 
in Santiago at 11:05am on the 
same day. The QF28 return leg 
departs at 1:30pm, crossing 
the date line with wheels-
down at 5:50pm the following 
afternoon.

A codeshare service with 

property for guests.
Once completed, the new 

MGallery Queen Elizabeth 2 
will feature 447 hotel rooms, 
nine food and beverage 
outlets, 10 meeting rooms, 
large outdoor event areas, six 
retail outlets, and a swimming 
pool/gym area.

Source: The Travel Daily

Lizzie now a Hotel

Qantas to Return to Santiago
the Roo’s former Oneworld 
sibling LATAM – which 
resumed its own Sydney-
Santiago flights, will add 
Tuesday and Thursday to the 
line-up.

Passengers flying beyond 
Santiago will be able to 
continue on the one ticket 
thanks to an ongoing Qantas 
codeshare with LATAM 
which connects the Peruvian 
capital of Lima along with 
Rio de Janeiro, São Paulo, 
Antofagasta, La Serena and 
Punta Arenas - the departure 
point for many Antarctic 
expedition cruises.

Source: Executive Traveller

Japan Confirms Tourist Trial
JAPANESE Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida has confirmed 
that some of its current strict 
restrictions on tourism will 
ease next month.

Speaking in the UK, 
Kishida suggested that the 
easing would initially allow 
small groups of vaccinated 
tourists to visit, with a trial 

possible even in late May 
seeing groups undertake fixed 
itineraries to allow officials to 
trace movements and respond 
to any COVID-19 outbreak.

Currently inbound travel to 
Japan is restricted to students 
and holders of business visas.

Source: The Travel Daily
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Aranui Cruise to Marquesas Islands

For more information, visit:
https://www.blt.com.au/package/aranui-marquesas/

CRUISE in the Marquesas, the 
mythical Archipelago

Aranui 5 is a boutique 
cruise line that transports 
passengers and freight to 
remote areas of French 
Polynesia. Discover the 
Marquesas is our main historic 
cruise, spanning 12 days and 
11 nights. 

This cruise travels to the 
Marquesas and Tuamotu 
islands that are rich in 
culture and mythical legends. 
Passengers will gaze upon 
lush unexplored valleys, 
crystal clear lagoons and 
sky-high peaks that were once 
believed to be the home of the 
Gods.

Staffed with a Polynesian 
crew, guests will be 
surrounded by culture on 

land and out at sea. We can’t 
wait to say “Kaoha Nui” and 
welcome you on to an Aranui 
voyage!

7 cruises to choose from 
June, July and August 2022.

No Single Supplement - 
Save from $2400 to $5100 
depending on cabin category.

Mythical and mystical. 
A land that has beckoned 
explorers and inspired writers, 
painters and artists. A rugged 
and breath-taking landscape 
of peaks, valleys, plateaus, 
and cliffs. A nation of proud 
and formidable warriors long 
ago, distinct from Tahitians, 
with their own language and 
culture. A people where a 
simple smile will win them 
over. The Marquesas Islands 
is a world unto itself.

Located 1,500 km 
northeast of Tahiti, the 
Marquesas archipelago 
consists of 12 islands, only 6 
of which are inhabited. The 
Marquesas Islands emerge 
from the Pacific Ocean, 
high and lush. Nature is 
raw and its charm powerful. 
It is a land of stories and 
legends, as fascinating as it is 
unforgettable. Welcome to the 
Marquesas, the “Land of Men”.

The two large pillars are 
represented by the island of 
Ua Pou; the ridge beam by 
Hiva Oa; the other beams 
and rafters by Nuku Hiva; 
Fatu Hiva, representing the 
roof; and Tahuata the light 
at dawn; Mohotani, the song 
of a bird; and all the remains 

from the construction became 
the island of Ua Huka. After 
the era of the gods came 
the era of men. However, 
Spanish prowess, having 
launched its galleons all over 
the world as early as the 15th 
century, decided otherwise. 
Thus the name Marquesas 
was given by the Spanish 
explorer Alvaro de Mendana in 
1595, while the four southern 
islands, observed or explored 
by sailors from the Spanish 
expedition, were given the 
names of saints.

Visitors who wish to feel the 
history and emotional power 
of the Marquesas, remember 
this: these islands at the end 
of the world are called Henua 
Enana, the Land of Men.
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Samoa Reopening

Splendor is Early

Qantas to Resume Perth-
London Flights on May 23THE Government of Samoa 

has announced the reopening 
of the Pacific island enclave’s 
borders to international 
travellers effective from 1st 
August this year, after a 
sustained period of closure 
due to COVID concerns.

The country’s Prime 
Minister Fiame Naomi 
Mata’afa confirmed the country 
would welcome arrivals of 

Samoan citizens and foreign 
contractors from May.

International travellers will 
be able to reenter from that 
date, with local vaccination 
rates approaching 93% and 
the implementation of a new 
digital contact tracing app, 
training for local staff and 
bolstered testing capabilities.

Source: The Travel Daily

HIGH demand on the 
Kangaroo Route will see the 
Roo restore its service from 
Perth earlier than planned.

With the Western Australia 
border issues now firmly 
resolved and re-established, 
the Red Roo will reroute its 
daily QF9 services through the 
WA capital from May 23 - a 
little over two weeks ahead of 
schedule, ending its temporary 
use of Darwin as a stopover 
point.

For some Qantas 
passengers, the end of Darwin 
as a stopover hub can’t come 
soon enough. Recent reports 

of Qantas aircraft being forced 
to offload some economy 
class baggage so as to not 
encounter a deteriorating 
patch of the runway has left 
the airline red-faced.

In a few years, Darwin 
and Perth won’t be needed 
at all after Qantas confirmed 
its ‘Project Sunrise’ order 
for 12 Airbus A350-1000 
aircraft which will enable it 
to fly Sydney and Melbourne 
to London (among other 
destinations) in one monstrous 
18-20 hour leap.

Source: The Travel Daily

CARNIVAL Cruise Line has 
announced its first sailing out 
of Australia will be on 2nd 
October.

Departing from Sydney, 
guests on board will have 
the opportunity to reacquaint 
themselves with Carnival 
Splendor on the three-day 

getaway cruise, on sale now.
Vice President Australia 

Kara Glamore said: “thanks 
to a scheduling availability, 
we’re extremely pleased to 
welcome guests back on board 
Carnival Splendor earlier than 
expected.”

Source: The Travel Daily

Fred. Olsen Unveils 2023/24
FRED. Olsen Cruise Lines has 
unveiled its new program of 
cruising for 2023/24.

More than 100 sailings 
highlight the program, which 
includes opportunities to 
witness Norway’s famous 
Langfossen waterfall in the 
spring, explore the remote 
islands of the Azores, and visit 
Lapland in the summer.

Cruise durations range 
from two to 93 nights, with 
regional departures from 

Liverpool, Newcastle, Rosyth, 
Southampton, Dover, London, 
and Belfast.

The season also features 
the return of a fly-cruise 
program, with Braemar to be 
based in the Caribbean for the 
winter months.

“Journey Navigators” will 
also be introduced across 
Fred. Olsen’s fleet - made up 
of nature scouts, maritime 
guides, and much more.

Source: The Travel Daily
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New Zealand Border  
to Fully Open

World’s Top Mountain Biking 
Event Coming to Cairns

PRIME Minister Jacinda 
Ardern confirms full opening 
from August, including 
cruising, two months earlier 
than previous expectations.

New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern has 
today announced a “major 
package of reforms” including 
the early reopening of the 
country’s border - including 
its maritime border - and a 
simplification of immigration 
settings.

Effective from 11.59pm on 

CRANKWORX, the world’s 
most watched mountain bike 
event, has announced that 
Cairns will be added to its 
World Tour in 2022 and will 
be held for the next two years 
at Smithfield’s high-profile 
rainforest trails.

Smithfield Mountain Bike 
Park will become the fourth 
stop for the 2022 Crankworx 
World Tour bringing 1200 
athletes, 220 volunteers 
and an expected 34,000 
spectators across the five 
days to Crankworx Cairns on 
October 5-9.

The mountain bike park 
which boasts trails through 
the world’s oldest rainforest 
hosted three international 
mountain bike events between 
2014 and 2017.

Member for Cairns and 
Assistant Tourism Minister 
Michael Healy said Crankworx 
Cairns would bring even more 
global exposure to Tropical 

31 July cruise ships will be 
able to return, along with the 
full resumption of international 
education, and the reopening 
of online visitor visa 
applications to Pacific Island 
Forum countries (excluding 
Australia) from 16 May.

New wage agreements 
covering seasonal snow and 
adventure tourism sectors will 
also provide for a “short-term 
or ongoing need for access to 
lower-paid migrants.”

Source: The Travel Daily

North Queensland.
“The 2022 Crankworx 

World Tour coincides with 
our comprehensive overseas 
campaign to bring international 
visitors back to the Tropical 
North after Covid,” Mr Healy 
said.

Tourism Tropical North 
Queensland (TTNQ) Chief 
Executive Officer Mark 
Olsen said one-quarter of 
the footage to be televised 
across the world will be 
devoted to showcasing 
Cairns and the Great Barrier 
Reef to encourage visitation 
resulting in millions of dollars 
in publicity.

This project received grant 
funding from the Australian 
Government, under the 
Recovery for Regional Tourism 
program administered by 
Austrade.

Source: Tourism Tropical 
North Queensland

HELLO again from Volantair. 
As things are heating up 

in Europe now coming into 
their Summer Season we are 
starting to get our regulars 
coming back to their favourite 
holiday spots.

Chartering in Europe is 
quite competitive as there 
is plenty of capacity. This 
means that you can get to all 
of your favourite spots in the 
Mediterranean at excellent 
rates.

Bookings wise we have 
currently a trip from Belfast in 
Northern Ireland to Athens, 
a Nice to Corfu and also a 
Santorini (our favourite place 
in the Med) to Valetta in Malta.

We also have a trip to 
Ireland from the UK for a 
golfing trip.

It is great to have these 
interesting and varied 
charters happening in Europe. 
Always happy to assist in 
these when ever required. 
#Chartertheworld.

Call on 0477 771 403  
or email us at  
shaun@volantair.com.au

Europe is Heating Up
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