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SINGAPORE Airlines 
landed in Cairns for the 
first time recently, as the 
carrier’s network nears 100 
destinations.

The arrival marked the first 
time Singapore Airlines has 
operated scheduled passenger 
services to Cairns, with 
regional wing SilkAir previously 
flying daily to the FNQ city 
prior to COVID-19.

Flights operate every 
Friday, Monday, and 
Wednesday.

Singapore Airlines Regional 
Vice President, South West 
Pacific, Louis Arul said the 
arrival was an “exciting step” in 
the recovery of tourism for Far 
North Queensland.

“Over the past 12 months 
our relationship with Cairns 
Airport has strengthened with 
the operation of our cargo-
only services, and we are 
very proud to have been able 
to support the region with 
essential cargo capacity and 
connectivity while the borders 
remained closed.”

Singapore Airlines 
Lands in Cairns

Fiji is Waiting for Us
FIJI is the latest Pacific country 
to ease entry requirements

Vaccinated travellers from 
all countries can once-again 
enjoy its barefoot, tropical 
island bliss.

Fijian locals and 
international visitors have a 
new reason to smile, with the 
Government officially removing 
its three-night quarantine 
requirement.

Arrivals still need to provide 
a negative pre-departure rapid 
test, proof of vaccination and 
travel insurance, and complete 
a rapid test within 24 hours 
of arrival, but it’s a step in 
the right direction to a full 
reopening.

The removal of quarantine 
is well timed with Australia 
removing its negative pre-

departure arrival testing 
requirement, which has been 
in place since early 2021, from 
17th April.

Prior to COVID-19, 
Australian travellers accounted 
for more than half of Fiji’s 
international arrivals. With 
stunning drawcards like the 
Yasawa Islands, the shark-
diving mecca of Beqa Lagoon, 
and the popular family resorts 
that line the Coral Coast, it’s 
easy to see why.

Source: Executive Traveller

Good Bye Sarah
The whole BLT family will 

miss your huge smile, 
contagious laughter and 

how you have brought the 
BLT teams closer together.
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AIR NIUGINI is pleased to 
advise that the Australian 
Government embargo on 
passengers travelling on 
direct flights from Papua New 
Guinea to Cairns has been 
lifted.

Air Niugini offers three 
flights a week between Port 
Moresby and Cairns. Flight 
PX098 departs Port Moresby 
at 1700 on Fridays, Sundays, 
and Wednesdays, arriving in 
Cairns at 1825. Return flights 
PX091 depart Cairns at 0700 
on Mondays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays, arriving Port 
Moresby at 0825.

Air Niugini and ISOS 
continue to offer free PCR 
and Rapid tests at the airport 
at time of departure, for those 

who choose to do their test at 
the airport prior to check in. 
The opening time for the ISOS 
testing facility is 3 hours prior 
to the originally scheduled 
departure time for all flights.  
Even if the departure time 
is changed, ISOS will still 
close (due to staff roster 
requirements) 2 hours prior 
to originally scheduled 
departure time, unless you are 
specifically advised otherwise.

For more information, do 
yourself a favour and book 
through our PNG specialist - 
Andrew Bowes.

Contact Andrew on 
(07) 4080 4080 or email 
adventures@pngholidays.com.au

Source: Air Niugini

Air Niugini Flights to CairnsExplore the Kimberley with 
Lindblad Expeditions

EMBARK on an in-depth 
exploration of some of the 
most beautiful and fascinating 
places on Earth with Lindblad 
Expeditions.

They’re places we’ve been 
going to for decades, and 
Lindblad’s experienced and 
renowned staff ensure the 
adventure of a lifetime.

These are adventures, 
engaging the mind and body. 
Explore by zodiac, kayak, or 
on foot. Venture to remote 

beaches and hidden coves. 
Go farther and get closer to 
nature, wildlife and intriguing 
cultures.

Lindblad Expeditions are 
delighted to return to the 
remote and ancient landscapes 
of Northwest Australia in the 
manner befitting its immense 
scale: by sea, aboard the 
fully-equipped expedtion ship, 
National Geographic Orion with 
two exciting new itineraries 
from Lindblad Expeditions in 
2023.

For more information, visit:
https://www.blt.com.au/package/lindblad-expeditions-kimberley/

I just fired myself from 
cleaning my house.

I don’t like my attitude 
and I got caught 

drinking on the job.
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Formula 1 to Race on the Las Vegas Strip in 2023

Ponant Confirms Australia Restart Details

SIN CITY will play host to a 
third race in America, which 
will see the cars hurtle past 
the Strip’s famed hotels and 
casinos.

Formula 1 cars will roar 
down the iconic Las Vegas 
strip from next year, with Sin 
City confirmed as the newest 
city to join the elite motorsport 
spectacle’s global calendar. 

Stars of the series including 
reigning Formula 1 World 
Champion, Max Verstappen, 
will duel with seven-time 
champion Lewis Hamilton 
and other stars of the series 
including Australia’s Daniel 
Ricciardo.

Running past the iconic 
Bellagio fountains and the 
neon lights dotting the famed 
‘Las Vegas Boulevard’, the 
newest Grand Prix circuit 
will be 6.12 kilometres in 
length and feature three main 
straights and 14 corners, with 
the race lasting 50 laps. We 
can almost smell the rubber 
now. 

PONANT has announced 
further details about its 
Australia restart next month, in 
time for this year’s Kimberley 
(pictured) season.

The cruise line has 
confirmed departures 
between 28 April and October, 
following the highly anticipated 
announcement by Western 
Australia it will welcome small 
ships with a maximum of 350 
persons to its waters.

A highlight is two new 
dates for the popular 10-night 
‘Australia’s Iconic Kimberley’ 
cruise, between Broome and 
Darwin onboard Le Soleal.

High points on the itinerary 
include visiting Western 

The 2023 Las Vegas Grand 
Prix will take in many of the 
Strip’s famous casinos.

“Las Vegas is a destination 
known around the world for 
its excitement, hospitality, 
thrills, and of course, the 
famous Strip,” said Formula 1 
President and CEO, Stefano 
Domenicali.

“There is no better place for 
Formula 1 to race than in the 
global entertainment capital of 
the world and we cannot wait 
to be here next year.”

Cars are expected to top 
340kph at the fastest point 
at the end of the famed Las 
Vegas Boulevard, at which 
point they will turn left and 
head past Harry Reid Airport.

From there, cars will 
navigate a chicane at the 
University of Nevada and wind 
their way back to the northern 
end of the city, re-joining the 
Strip near Wynn Las Vegas 
before thundering back to 
begin another lap.

Australia’s Hunter River, 
discovering the King George 
River on a Zodiac excursion; 
reaching the Twin Falls, the 
highest in WA; and a visit 
to Collier Bay, to explore 
Montgomery Reef.

General Manager Sales 
and Marketing Asia Pacific 
Deb Corbett said the 
announcement was incredibly 
exciting, following a two-year 
hiatus due to COVID.

 “We’ve been anticipating 
this announcement for many 
months and have been 
working behind the scenes to 
ensure we are ready to set sail 
for the magnificent Kimberley 
as soon as possible,” she said.

The Las Vegas Grand Prix 
will be one of the final rounds 
of the 2023 Formula 1 season 
and has been scheduled for a 
Saturday night in November 
when temperatures in the 
desert will be much more 
comfortable. It will be Formula 
1’s first race on a Saturday 
since the 1985 South African 
Grand Prix.

The new Las Vegas Grand 
Prix will be the third race to 
take place in the US next year, 

 “Australia’s Kimberley is 
one of the greatest wonders 
of our country, with such 
grandeur and majestic beauty; 
it’s certainly an absolute 
bucket list destination for both 

joining the established annual 
event in Austin, Texas and 
another new race debuting this 
year in Miami, Florida.

Las Vegas is no stranger to 
motorsport, including Formula 
1, having hosted the series 
in 1981 and 1982 on a circuit 
built within the Caesars Palace 
car park. America’s IndyCar 
Series also visited in 2007 for 
a street race around Fremont 
Street in the city’s north.

Source: Executive Traveller

Australians and international 
tourists and we look forward to 
sharing it again to those whose 
travel plans have been put on 
hold”.

Source: Cruise Weekly
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Western Australia - SportsTravel Restrictions now History 
in Many Parts of Europe STATE of Origin, returns to 

Perth in 2022.
One of the nation’s greatest 

sporting rivalries, the State of 
Origin will return to Perth this 
year!

Game II of the three-
game series between the 
Queensland Maroons and the 
New South Wales Blues will 
be held at Optus Stadium on 
Sunday 26th June 2022.

If rugby union is also your 
passion, extend your stay 
for Wallabies v England, 
when i Queensland Maroons 
nternational Rugby returns to 
Perth on Saturday 2nd July 
2022.

Australia will host England 
in a three-Test series this July 

when one of the oldest rivalries 
in rugby reignites.

England are set to make 
their first trip down under since 
2016, when packed stadiums 
witnessed epic contests full 
of attacking rugby and tries 
galore.

The first test will take place 
at Optus Stadium on Saturday 
2 July.

This will be the second time 
that the two teams have met in 
WA. The first was in 2010 with 
the home side coming away 
with a 10 point victory.

And with the Bledisloe Cup, 
The Rugby Championship and 
Rugby World Cup 2023 on the 
horizon for the Wallabies, it’s 
all to play for.

INTERNATIONAL travel in 
Europe continues its recovery 
with many countries returning 
to business as usual. 

Travellers can again roam 
almost completely freely 
across Europe, with many 
nations further relaxing or 
entirely remove restrictions 
for business travellers and 
holidaymakers.

The latest moves mean it’s 
easier for Australians to visit 
more of Europe, particularly 
Scandinavian nations, while 
still frustrating with some 
restrictions still in place, 
primarily for unvaccinated 
travellers, in other popular 
countries such as France and 
Spain.

The new rules replace 
blanket bans on non-essential 
travel that previously existed 
for travellers from most 
countries outside the EU.

Of course, restrictions and 
entry requirements can change 
quickly so it’s important to 
check Smartraveller for the 
latest information specific to 
your circumstances.

The United Kingdom 
removed the last of its 
pandemic restrictions, with 

Tourism Western Australia

both jabbed and non-jabbed 
arrivals free to enter as per 
visa conditions with no pre-
departure test required, 
however face masks may still 
be required on planes.

The story is similar in 
Ireland, with no restrictions in 
place for arrivals from Australia 
and no test results needed to 
enter.

Italy recognises Australia’s 
international covid-19 
certificate as equivalent to 
its ‘Super Green Pass’ which 
means you’re free to enter and 
from 1 April, this check was 
removed but it’s wise to carry a 
hard copy of your vaccination 
certificate while you’re enjoying 
the Italian culture.

The Netherlands opened 
its doors to all EU residents 
earlier this month, however 
Australians must be fully 
vaccinated to enter and show 
proof at the border.

Sweden’s doors are open 
in full to all travellers, both 
vaccinated or not, joining its 
fellow Scandinavian nations 
including Denmark and 
Norway, however Finland still 
requires proof of vaccination.

Source: Executive Traveller

HELLO again from Volantair. 
We have been having a busy 
time of it on the international 
charter front.

We have just completed 
a charter from Nassau in 
the Bahamas to Miami. We 
operated a King Air C90 for 
this charter. The charter flight 
worked out to be considerably 
less expensive than the 
Business Class commercial 
option. Volantair ended up 
saving the client thousands.

This client is becoming a 
regular and Volantair had great 
feedback from them in terms of 
the service we offer.

The same clients are 
booked in Europe for later in 
the year. We will update on 
that one when it happens.

When we say “Charter The 
World” we mean it.

Call on 0477 771 403  
or email us at  
shaun@volantair.com.au

Aircraft Charters -  
Anywhere, Any Time

mailto:enquiries%40BLT.com.au?subject=
http://www.BLT.com.au

