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THE March 28 liftoff will mark 
an end to the Star Alliance 
member’s seven year absence 
from the city.

Tropical North Queensland 
has been thrown a much-
needed tourism lifeline, with 
Singapore Airlines to restart 
Cairns’ first – and only – 
international flight on March 28.

The new thrice-weekly 
service will run every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
(commencing March 30), 
departing Cairns at 6.15pm to 
reach Changi at 11pm.

The rebounded route also 
gives travellers another option 
out of Queensland, which 
currently sees international 
flights from just Brisbane and 
the Gold Coast.

Travellers will jet between 
Cairns and Singapore on 
a nimble Boeing 737-800 
aircraft – the same domestic 
workhorse as used by Qantas 
and Virgin Australia – which 
the Singaporean flag-carrier 
inherited following the closure 
of its regional arm SilkAir early 
last year.

In addition to now sporting 

the familiar Singapore Airlines 
livery, the 737s have an 
updated business class cabin.

Passengers at the pointy 
end will enjoy Singapore 
Airlines’ signature in-flight 
dining experience, with a tablet 
allowing them to wirelessly 
connect to the onboard 
KrisWorld entertainment 
system, although their own 
device can also be used. 

Travellers to Singapore 
from Vaccinated Travel Lane 
(VTL) countries will no longer 
be required to undergo a PCR 
test or quarantine on arrival. 
Instead, they will just have to 
do one supervised self-swab 
at a recognised testing centre 
within 24 hours of arrival.

Passengers in transit at 
Changi Airport can also forego 
a pre-departure Covid test – 
and, when they arrive at the 
Asian super-hub, they’ll be 
free to visit lounges, shops 
and other attractions rather 
than being restricted to the 
lacklustre Transit Holding Area.

In yet another sign of 
growing confidence in travel, 
the airline will soon unveil its 
all-new SilverKris First and 
The Private Room lounges 
at Changi Terminal 3 – the 
final stage in an extensive 
SGD$50m makeover of its 
flagship lounges. 

Source: Executive Traveller

Singapore Airlines 
Restarts Cairns Flights

Star Clippers Cruising
WITH International borders 
opening and cruising well on 
the way in other countries, we 
thought we would share some 
great sailing opportunities 
coming up.

Star Clippers are offering 
passengers up to 30% off 
their cruises through the 
Mediterranean and Adriatic, 
Caribbean and Panama Canal.

With cruises starting at just 
$2385 per person.

Since 1991 Star Clippers 
has offered sophisticated 
travellers the ultimate cruising 
vacation alternative – a tall 
ship “mega-yacht” experience 
aboard authentic re-creations 
of the classic sailing clipper 
ships that ruled the waves 
during the 19th century.

For more information, visit:
https://www.blt.com.au/package-specials/
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International TravelSolo Tour in Tropical 
North Queensland

EXPERIENCE the Solo 
Connections difference when 
you join them and discover 
Queensland’s Tropical 
North! Solo Connections 
tours are fully escorted, 
unique small group tours 
designed specifically for solo 
travellers over 50. Our tour 
includes comfortable quality 
accommodation with your 
own private room, most meals 
and tailor-made sightseeing 
throughout the Tropical North 
Queensland.
• Tour priced at $4834 pp.
• Dates: 9 - 17 May 2022.
• Fully escorted from Cairns.
• Duration: 9 days.

To book, call your friendly 
team at BLT. We are able to 
arrange your flights to Cairns 
if required and any extra 
accommodation you may 
require.

For more information, visit:
https://www.blt.com.au/package/tropical-north-queensland/

RECENTLY Andrea from 
BLT joined a Webinar to find 
out the new complexities of 
international travel.

“We learned that there 
are 230 different types of 
vaccination certificates from 
150 countries. Some countries 
have more than one.”

Australian digital 
certificates are not compatible 
with overseas apps.

Most countries will accept 
Australian certificate on arrival. 
Public awareness is poor, so 
you might not get into café’s 
and restaurants as the staff 
may not be familiar with our 
certificates.

Some countries let you 
get a certificate online or at 
pharmacies.

A couple of tips from 
Andrea are to check 
Smartraveller and definitely 
take a printed version of your 
vaccination certificate.

Did you know there is a 
new form, compulsory to get 
back into Australia?

One thing is for sure. 
With all these new rules and 
regulations, please do yourself 
a favour and use a travel 
agent.

At BLT, we are always here 
for our customers.

THREDBO has revealed its 
winter offerings for this year, 
including season passes and 
onsale dates.

The official winter season 
will start on 11 June (subject to 
snow conditions).

Thredbo is offering four 
season passes in total: a 
Premium Season Pass, a 
Value Season Pass (which 
excludes the 2-17 July school 
holidays), and a Midweek 
Value Season Pass (which 
excludes the weekends and 
the July school holidays).

Day passes will be priced 
from $179 for adults and $95 
for kids, and will be available 
for purchase from early next 
month, alongside rental and 
lessons prices.

Thredbo will focus on 
delivering a world-class 
customer experience this 
winter, with exclusive 
premier on-mountain dining 
experiences, a range of  
free events, a huge line-up  
of apres-ski events,  
and more.

Sun Rises on Winter Passes
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Papua New Guinea UpdateUkraine In All Our Thoughts
TOURISTS may now travel to 
PNG.

Fully vaccinated people 
may now visit Papua New 
Guinea; a land of diversity, 
where the past meets the 
future, where over 800 
languages are spoken, where 
you’ll find some of the world’s 
best diving and friendliest 
people, and much, much 
more……

The borders are now open 
to Australian businessmen and 
tourists alike. Covid tests are 
required, prior to departing 
and on arrival, before leaving 
you free to conduct your 
conference or explore the 
natural beauty of the Niugini 
islands.

For more information, do 
yourself a favour and book 
through our PNG specialist - 
Andrew Bowes.

Contact Andrew on 
(07) 4080 4080 or email 
adventures@pngholidays.com.au

For full covid travel details, 
click here: https://www.
papuanewguinea.travel/travel-
advice-update

I don’t usually brag 
about going to 

expensive places,  
but I just left the 
petrol station.

THIS is an image of Sherborne 
Abbey, sent to us from a family 
member in the UK, showing 
their support for Ukraine in this 
difficult period.

Sherborne Abbey, 
otherwise the Abbey Church 

of St. Mary the Virgin, is a 
Church of England church 
in Sherborne in the English 
county of Dorset. It has been  
a Saxon cathedral (705–1075), 
a Benedictine abbey church 
(998–1539), and since 1539,  
a parish church. 
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Pack your Bag for these Uniquely Australian Experiences
IT’S TIME to see Australia 
through fresh eyes, and these 
unsung wonders are just the 
ticket.

From little-known 
geological anomalies to just-
opened luxury digs, consider 
adding these destinations to 
your must-see list and discover 
a fresh twist on tourism which 
helps to protect and spotlight 
a new constellation of natural 
and cultural treasures.
Curl the sand in your 
toes along the beaches 
of Esperance, Western 
Australia

For a country of sun-
worshipers, it’s no surprise 
that the two-year lockdown 
became an unofficial, low-key 
search party for Australia’s 
best beach.

And if Instragram “likes” 
are any indication, the top 
prize seems to have gone to 
the lonely town of Esperance 
along Western Australia’s 
desolate southern coastline, 
over 400 miles southeast of 
Perth. Esperance took not just 
first place, but second and 
third as well.

That’s because the 
sprawled-out town of 15,000 
claims three wildly different 
beach experiences in its 
vicinity.

The talc-white sands of 
Twilight Beach and Lucky 
Bay form sweeping white 
landscapes – with the addition 
of friendly kangaroo footprints. 
Hellfire Bay, with views of 
a distant archipelago out to 
sea that is home to a thriving 
colony of seals and sea lions.
View ancient rock art in 
Arnhem Land

A vast and sacred realm 
for the indigenous peoples of 
northern Australia, Arnhem 
Land requires entry permits 
granted by the governing 
aboriginal trust.

It’s part of a concerted 
attempt to safeguard its 
monolithic rock art sites and 
marine reserves against 
overtourism.

Attain a permit through 
responsible tour operators 
like Venture North or Lords 
Safaris, and spend the greater 
part of a week exploring sites 
like Mount Borradaile – with 
its intricate anthropomorphic 
rock art carvings – and the 
jutting tropical fjords of Garig 
Gunak Barlu National Park, 
whose deep, undulating inlets 
are home to tuna, sharks, and 
a gigantic jackfish known as 
travelly.

Base yourself at Venture 
North’s zero-waste Cobourg 
Coastal Camp where glamping 
tents are dotted along a cliff’s 
edge offering unobstructed 
views of the tranquil marine 
park down below.

Enjoy a Sydneysider’s 
weekend down south

Like citizens of every other 
major city around the globe, 
Sydneysiders escaped the Big 
Smoke when the work week 
became more amorphous.

Most of them flocked in a 
southerly direction, buying up 
beach shacks along the coast 
in booming New South Wales’ 
towns like Kiama, Jervis Bay, 
and Shoalhaven.

Follow the crowd down and 
hang your hat in one of the 
new cabins at Jackson Ranch, 
three and half hours from 
Sydney where the forest meets 
the sea, or rent out Dovecote 
(shown), a luxury coastal 
farm stay with stark geometric 
details.

Fly over Western Australia’s 
Bungle Bungles

Like a thousand little 
Ulurus, all huddled together in 
the heart of the Outback, the 
Bungle Bungles tell a unique 
story of primeval gullies carved 
by ancient rivers and wind.

Today the stone mounds 
are explored by only a fifth of 
the number of visitors who tour 
the famed red-rock domes of 
Uluru.

They reveal hidden caves 
and crags, but are best 
explored from the air on a 
scenic helicopter flight. Have 
the heli drop you at El Questro 
or Berkeley River Lodge, two 
sumptuous adventure lodges 
that will help you explore more 
of the vast Kimberley.

Road trip up Tasmania’s 
quiet, untouched east coast

Australia’s most scenic 
road trip isn’t on the mainland 
at all – instead, it links 
together some of Tasmania’s 
otherworldly seascapes.

Allow four days to make 
your way from Freycinet 
National Park, a winding 
peninsula of crescent beaches 
which whips out into the sea 
like a dragon’s tail, all the 
way up to the boulder-ridden 
shores of Binalong Bay. 
Essential stops include The 
Hazards, a small mountain 
range, where one should 
scramble up to the top of 
Mount Amos for panoramic 
views of the perfectly circular 
Wineglass Bay, the region’s 
most photographed beach.

The vast, crowd-free 
Friendly Beaches lie ahead; 
pass the village of Bicheno 
and you’ll reach the Bay of 
Fires - named poetically for 
the blazing pyres the bygone 
aboriginal population would 
light along its shores.

Credits:  
Tourism Western Australia, 
Tourism NT/James Fisher.

Source: Executive Traveller
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