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AUSTRALIA will open its 
borders to fully vaccinated 
international travellers from 
late February, Australian 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
announced, after a meeting 
of the government’s national 
security committee.

The National Security 
Committee and Cabinet has 
decided that Australia will 
reopen our borders to all 
remaining visa holders on the 
21st of February.

Australia, which has been 
closed to most travellers since 
early 2020, has been slowly 
easing its restrictions since 
November through travel 
programs with New Zealand, 
Singapore, South Korea and 
Japan.

Currently, citizens, 
permanent residents and 

their families, along with 
international students, 
backpackers and migrant 
workers are allowed entry 
into the country though they 
must show proof of having two 
doses of an approved vaccine.

The same rule will apply to 
tourists, unless they qualify for 
a medical exemption.

Australia to Reopen to Vaccinated 
International Travellers this Month

“The condition is you 
must be double vaccinated to 
come to Australia. That’s the 
rule. Everyone is expected 
to abide by it,” Morrison said, 
adding that state-based caps 
on quarantine will continue 
and that those caps will still 
be determined by state and 
territory governments.

The Prime Minister added 
that the border’s further 
reopening would bring a 
needed boost to the country’s 
travel industry.

“I know the tourism industry 
will be looking forward to that, 
and they’ll get the opportunity 
both for visitors to be coming 
and for them to be gearing 
up to welcome international 
visitors back to Australia,” he 
said.

Cruise NewsPassports
AUSTRALIA to officially 
go two years without an 
international cruise.

Minister for Health Greg 
Hunt has extended Australia’s 
pandemic emergency 
measures, including the 
human biosecurity period 
banning international cruise 
ships, until 17 April 2022.

Source: The Travel Daily

WE RECOMMEND all our 
valued clients to please check 
your passports, if you are 
intending on international 
travel in the near future.

For the majority of 
countries, you are required 
to have at least 6 months 
validation on your passport to 
enter their country.

Happy travels from BLT.

Wise Words from British Consul
One of our clients is on first name terms with 
the British Consul and had a chat with him 
recently. The British Consulate advises people:

• Use a travel agent

• Have high level covid travel insurance

• Be prepared for the extra cost for tests

British 
Airways 
Returns
CERTAINTY provided by 
the Federal Government’s 
decision to open its borders to 
tourists has already seen one 
major European carrier plan 
its comeback to the Aussie 
market.

British Airways has 
announced its first passenger 
flight between Sydney and 
London since April 2020 will 
take off on 29th March and 
touch down in the Harbour City 
at 6.10am local time.

“We can’t wait to welcome 
our customers back on board 
our Sydney to London flights 
and we will be honoured 
to play our part in reuniting 
families and friends with their 
loved ones after such a long 
time apart,” BA’s Head of 
Sales, APAC Noella Ferns 
said.

Meanwhile Qantas 
has confirmed at least six 
international services will 
recommence in the coming 
days, including Sydney to 
Dallas (16 Feb), Brisbane to 
Singapore (27 Mar), Sydney 
to Manila (27 Mar), Brisbane 
to LA (01 Apr), Sydney to 
Jakarta (27 Mar), and Sydney 
to Denpasar (28 Mar).

Source: The Travel Daily
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TOURISM Australia has 
unveiled the list of Australia’s 
top 20 beaches to visit in 2022, 
with Western Australia’s Misery 
Beach in Albany taking out the 
top spot.

Australia’s Tourism Minister 
Dan Tehan said the list would 
help inspire travellers to book 
a holiday Down Under.

“As Australia continues its 
successful re-opening, we’re 
going to see a surge in tourists 
that will support jobs and 
businesses,” he said.

“The 2022 list covers 
every state and territory, 
with a selection of our most 
spectacular beaches that will 
inspire and excite holiday 
makers all over Australia and 
the world,” Tehan added.

Completing the top five 
beaches was Horseshoe 
Bay in NSW, The Spit in 
Queensland, Flaherty’s Beach 
in South Australia and Loch 
and Gorge in Victoria.

“Start planning and include 
our top 20 beaches on your 
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New Zealand Plots 
Reopening by October

Australia’s Best Beach

A NEW five-step pathway 
to freedom revealed by the 
New Zealand Government, 
will see the country’s borders 
fully reopened to visitors from 
anywhere in the world, in all 
visa categories, by October 
this year.

The phased plan would 
also see Aussie holidaymakers 
and businesspeople able to 
cross the Tasman in July, 
while working holiday visa 
holders will be able to enter 
New Zealand as soon as mid 
March.

The slow and steady plan 
follows the shock backflip just 
before Christmas when Kiwis 
who had crossed the Tasman 
to visit relatives in Australia 
were suddenly stranded as 
a planned reopening was 
pushed out to the end of 
February.

Under the revised 
timetable, the New Zealand 
border will now reopen to 
vaccinated Kiwis and other 
current eligible travellers from 
Australia at 11.59pm on 27 
February, with a self-isolation 
requirement of 10 days 
rather than the current hotel 
quarantine system.

From mid April the plan 
will also see up to 5,000 
international students and 
current offshore temporary 
visa holders and critical 
workers allowed to enter, 

followed in July by anyone 
from Australia as well as 
those coming from visa-waiver 
countries. In October all New 
Zealand border restrictions will 
disappear, the plan envisages.

New Zealand Immigration 
Minister Kris Faafoi said the 13 
March reopening to working 
holidaymakers was a key step 
to help supply urgently needed 
staff for the tourism, hospitality, 
wine and horticultural sectors, 
as well as provide some much-
needed visitor spending.

“Before COVID, New 
Zealand was issuing over 
one million visitor visas per 
year...what’s being announced 
today is about gearing up in 
manageable steps to fully re-
open as safely as possible, to 
enable us to live with COVID 
but not be overwhelmed by it,” 
he said

Source: The Travel Daily

Misery Beach

itinerary as you can fit in,” 
Tehan said.

AUSTRALIA’S BEST 
BEACHES
1. Misery Beach, WA
2. Horseshoe Bay, NSW
3. The Spit, QLD
4. Flaherty’s Beach, SA
5. Loch Ard Gorge, VIC
6. The Neck, TAS
7.  Blue Pearl Bay, QLD
8. Depot Beach, NSW
9. Murray Beach, NSW
10. Dundee Beach, NT
11. Dudley Beach, NSW
12.  Thompsons Beach, VIC
13. Coogee Beach, WA
14. Mots Beach, VIC
15  Alexandria Bay, QLD
16. Emu Bay, SA
17. Lake Wabby, QLD
18. Congwong Beach, NSW
19. Jelly Bean Pool, NSW
20.  Ethel Beach, Christmas 

Island, IOT
Source: The Travel Daily



FIGURES supplied by 
Australia’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade 
show more than 275,000 new 
passports have been issued 
since 1 November 2021 - close 
to triple the number granted 
during the same period a year 
ago.

The data revealed by 
The Guardian also shows 

that Aussies are waiting 60% 
longer than usual for their 
passport applications to be 
processed due to the surge in 
demand.

“At present, processing 
times are on average around 
16 business days, compared 
to within 10 business days 
previously,” DFAT confirmed

Source: The Travel Daily

Volantair in the Wet Season
IT HAS been a busy few 
weeks for Volantair since the 
Christmas break. In fact, it was 
not much of a break as bad 
weather in the Cape York and 
Torres Strait Region meant 
that we were quite active over 
the Christmas period.

The weather at this time 
of year can always pose 
problems locally with roads 
getting cut and communities 
being left without vital supplies 
at their local stores. Most of 
these stores are supplied by 
truck for most of the year but 
when necessary, they call on 
air supply.
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Passports Triple Blue Mountains Festival

Heritage Kiwi Trips

BLUE Mountains Tourism 
has unveiled the details of 
a new festival kicking off in 
March that blends music, food, 
art and the region’s natural 
environment.

The Equinox – Autumn 

TWO new voyages exploring 
the coastlines of New Zealand 
in late 2022 and early 2023 
have been unveiled by 
Heritage Expeditions.

The new sailings include 
the 11-day New Zealand 
Coastal Odyssey: The Ultimate 
Expedition Cruise of the 
New Zealand Coast itinerary, 
scheduled to depart Auckland 
on 14 November.

Highlights of the voyage 
include visits to Rotorua, 
Dunedin, Queenstown and 
Stewart Island.

Meanwhile the 15-day 
Best of New Zealand: An 
Intimate Exploration Cruise 

Celebration of the Senses 
event will span the whole Blue 
Mountains area and include 
bush walks, live concerts, beer 
tasting, arts and crafts and 
more.

“After an unsettling past 
two years, it’s time to emerge 
and immerse yourself in the 
wonderful bounty of life here 
in the Blue Mountains,” Blue 
Mountains Tourism President 
Jason Cronshaw said.

The new event was made 
possible through $2.6 million 
funding from the Federal and 
State Governments’ Bushfire 
Local Economic Recovery 
Fund announced in July last 
year.

of New Zealand’s Islands 
option takes passengers to 
the capital Wellington, before 
exploring Napier and the best 
conservation spots on the 
North Island.

The sailing departs 6 March 
2023 and will be undertaken 
by the 140-guest Heritage 
Adventurer.

Guest aboard the vessel 
will enjoy access to 14 Zodiacs 
for more in-depth expedition 
experiences, as well as 
all-suite cabins with private 
facilities.

Call your friendly BLT team 
for more information.

The La Niña weather 
system has been very active 
so far this year which has 
offered up more than average 
rainfall in the region. This 
has kept Volantair very busy 
with aerial re-supply flights 
to communities such as 
Kowanyama, Edward River 
and Doomadgee on the Gulf.

Volantair has been using 

King Air Aircraft to move a 
Tonne of hand-loaded cargo at 
a time, out to the communities. 
It’s hot and sweaty work 
loading these aircraft on the 
tarmac in mid-Summer as 
Volantair’s MD Shaun can 
attest to. It is very satisfying in 
assisting to keep vital supply 
lines going to all the remote 
communities in our region.

Call on 0477 771 403  
or email us at  
shaun@volantair.com.au

mailto:shaun%40volantair.com.au?subject=
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What’s New in Cairns and out on the Great Barrier Reef
THE beginning of 2022 in 
Tropical North Queensland 
brings a range of new 
tours and attractions, 
accommodation renovations 
and events, giving you plenty 
of reasons to visit the region 
this year.

At the end of November 
2021, Cairns River Cruises 
launched new guided tours 
and charters along Trinity Inlet. 
Revealing a new sheltered 
pontoon-style vessel for up 
to 18 guests, Cairns River 
Cruises offers a daytime 
sightseeing safari or sunset 
cruise along the inlet in 
complete comfort with lounge-
style seating and uninterrupted 
views.

Experience Co’s Reef 
Magic pontoon, set to open 
early 2022, will be the newest 
and largest activities platform 
on the Great Barrier Reef. 
Located off Cairns at popular 
Moore Reef, the new pontoon 
has 18 solar panels and three 
wind turbines for sustainable 
power. A dedicated scientific 
lab onboard will be home to 
GBR Biology Marine Biologists 
for reef research. The pontoon 
will boast a one-of-a-kind 
water entry point for swimmers 
and snorkellers featuring 
an easy step structure for 
guests with different abilities. 
It will have one of the largest 

helmet diving circuits on the 
Great Barrier Reef and Reef 
Magic will also offer intro and 
certified diving, and guided 
snorkel tours of the colourful 
coral gardens which are home 
to ‘Wally’, the world-famous 
Maori Wrasse. 

Tourism Tropical North 
Queensland have released 
a brand-new Indigenous 
experiences brochure titled, 
Deeper into Dreamtime. As a 
part of a project for the Year 
of Indigenous Tourism, the 
brochure is designed as a 
one-stop shop for all Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
experiences. Included are 
events such as Big Talk One 
Fire showcasing the best of 
TNQ Indigenous culture, and 
new experiences like Buluru 
Ban which is an Indigenous-
infused dining experience 

onboard the Spirit of Cairns, 
and exclusive cultural tours 
in the Yarrabah Aboriginal 
Community with Paperbark 
Arts & Exclusive Cultural 
Tours.

Riverbend Tours offers its 
guests an intimate boutique-
style sunset cruise on the 
Endeavour River in Cooktown. 
Limited to around 30 guests, 
customers are encouraged to 
bring along a bottle of wine 
to accompany the inclusive 
gourmet cheese platter 
featuring locally sourced 
produce. Exploring the harbour 
in the long afternoon light, 
the vessel weaves through 
the maze of creeks lining the 
Endeavour and returns after 
dark under spotlight. The 
vessel is a wide stable open 
sided safari style river boat 
with a shallow draft.

Passengers arriving 
at Cairns Airport will see 
their luggage emerge from 
the mouths of a clown 
anemonefish, grey reef 
shark, green sea turtle and 
humphead Maori wrasse 
reminding them they have 
arrived at the gateway to the 
Great Barrier Reef. Cairns 
Aquarium has installed the 
life-like sculptures of the iconic 
Great Barrier Reef species 
which are sure to feature 
in Instagram selfies before 
holidaymakers head to the 

Aquarium or the Reef trips to 
see the marine life in person.

Low Isles, located on the 
Great Barrier Reef near Port 
Douglas has made a global 
list of the best destination 
sustainability stories, the 2021 
Top 100 Green Destinations 
Sustainability Stories. The 
unique tropical islands – 
Woody and Low Island – are 
part of the Great Barrier Reef 
World Heritage Area and are 
surrounded by more than 150 
different coral species.

Tropic Wings Cairns Tours 
& Charters has partnered 
with Reforest, an app that 
allows passengers to assist 
Tropic Wings to plant trees 
and reduce carbon emissions. 
The app supports projects that 
restore natural landscapes 
to their native condition. 
Tropic Wings has chosen 
to contribute to a project in 
the Atherton Tablelands so 
we can help improve local 
ecosystems.


