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FOR the first time in two years, 
international travellers can now 
fly into Queensland without 
having to quarantine.

Tourism Tropical North 
Queensland’s CEO Mark 
Olsen says it comes as a 
“great relief” for the tourism 
industry, specifically in Cairns, 

after 22 months of “global 
isolation”.

“We’re starting to see some 
early bookings coming through 
from international students, 
particularly out of key markets 
like Japan,” Mr Olsen told Sky 
News Australia.

“Working holiday makers 
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is a little bit slower, so it’s 
going to be a slow recovery, 
particularly for Cairns.”

Mr Olsen said it is a “four-
to-five-year endeavour” for 
international tourism to return 
to pre-pandemic levels without 
continued government support.

Source: Sky News

Australia-Bali Flights Still on the 
Radar as Indonesian Travel Beckons
BALI is gearing up for a 
welcome wave of Australian 
visitors, pending government 
approval for the return of 
quarantine-free travel.

Airlines are certainly 
ready and indeed raring to 
go: Bali has for many years 
been Australia’s second most 
popular overseas destination 
after New Zealand.

Jetstar aims to be first off 
the blocks, with the airline’s 
Boeing 787 jets poised to 
take off from Melbourne to 
Denpasar (capital city and 
main hub of the province of 
Bali) on 14 February, followed 
by flights from Sydney, 
Brisbane and Adelaide in early 
March.

Qantas lists the resumption 
of its daily QF43 flight from 
Sydney on March 27, with 
Melbourne-Denpasar’s QF45 
on Monday March 28.

March 27 also sees a triple-
city kickoff for Virgin Australia, 
with Bali-bound Boeing 737 
flights taking off from Sydney, 
Melbourne and Brisbane.

Before the pandemic 
struck, Australians accounted 
for one-quarter of all tourists 
arriving in Bali, which drew the 
bulk of Aussies to Indonesia 
with an average stay of 
nine days according to the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics.

“We cannot wait to 
welcome Aussies back to Bali,” 
enthuses Uday Rao, General 
Manager of Four Seasons 
Resorts Bali, saying that 
“Aussies have always been the 
first to return and the last to 
leave.”

Source: Executive Traveller

Thailand Resumes 
Quarantine-Free 
Travel from Feb 1

Thailand will resume a 
quarantine-free visa program 
for vaccinated visitors starting 
next month, as the tourism-
reliant nation shifts its focus to 
economic recovery following 
an ease in new Covid-19 
infections.

International travellers from 
all countries can apply for visas 
under the so-called Test & Go 
entry program.

Visitors will be required to 
undergo two Covid tests after 
arrival, one upon entry and 
another on the fifth day.

Reopening and managing 
the outbreak need to go hand 
in hand.

Source: Executive Traveller
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Return Travel Made Easier Air Niugini to Queensland
IT WILL now be smoother 
for Australian travellers to 
return home after the Federal 
Government announced 
an easing of COVID testing 
protocols.

Under the Biosecurity Act 
2015, the government has 
replaced the requirement for 
a negative PCR test result 
to be shown three days prior 
to departure, with a negative 
rapid antigen test (RAT) result 
within 24 hours of a return 
flight implemented instead.

The government has also 
confirmed the time between 
receiving a positive test 
result and being cleared for 
travel back to Australia will 
be reduced from 14 to seven 
days, minimising the wait times 
for travellers who contract 
COVID-19 overseas to return 
to Australia.

The changes formally have 
taken effect and are designed 
to align closer to domestic 
travel policies.

The government also 
flagged that pre-departure 

testing requirements will 
continue to be reviewed 
regularly as travel risk factors 
associated with COVID evolve 
over time.

While the changes were 
welcomed by AFTA (Australian 
Federation of Travel Agents), 
the industry body noted that 
more support was still needed 
for the embattled travel sector.

“[The changes] will further 
encourage those Australians 
looking to travel internationally 
to do so and, with 70%-plus of 
international bookings made 
by Australians happening 
through travel agents, that’s a 
very welcome development,” 
AFTA CEO Dean Long said.

“But it’s an exhaustingly 
long runway to recovery for 
Australia... with international 
travel not returning to normal 
until well after mid-2022 and 
revenue only flowing to our 
members well after that when 
travel has actually taken 
place.”

Source: The Travel Daily

AIR NIUGINI is pleased to 
advise customers that fully 
vaccinated international 
passengers can fly into 
Queensland with no 
requirement for any quarantine 
on arrival. Passengers will 
be required to self-conduct 
a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) 
within 24 hours of arriving in 
Australia.

Air Niugini operates six 
services per week to Brisbane 
(daily except Mondays), 
twice weekly to Cairns (on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays), 
and a Monday service direct to 
Sydney, NSW.

At present travel remains 
restricted to Australian 
Citizens, Permanent Residents 
and New Zealanders normally 
residing in Australia.

Travel to Australia
Passengers are required 

to complete a new “document” 
being the Australian Travel 
Declaration/ATD including 
as part of this an attestation 
(confirmation) that the 
passenger is fully vaccinated 
and the certificate is valid. The 
ATD is a mobile phone App 
and available for download 

at the Apple iPhone Store for 
iPhone, and Google Store for 
Android phones.

All passengers departing 
internationally on Air Niugini 
flights, including to Australia, 
will still need to complete a 
negative PCR test at Port 
Moresby airport at time 
of check-in.  Access to 
testing opens four hours 
before departure (for flights 
to Australia) or five hours 
before departure for all other 
destinations, and closes two 
hours prior to scheduled 
departure time. 

Travel to Papua New 
Guinea

Passengers travelling 
to PNG are reminded they 
still need to get Pandemic 
Controller’s approval prior to 
check-in.

This process normally 
takes between 7-21 days. 
Whilst quarantine is only 
required for passengers 
arriving from India and 
Philippines, all passengers still 
need to include an approved  
place of quarantine on the 
I-APTF just in case they test 
positive on arrival.

Additionally passengers 
need to be fully vaccinated and 
undertake a negative PCR test 
within 72 hours of scheduled 
departure. This may be as a 
SMS message. Passenger 
are required to complete a 
negative Rapid test on arrival 
at Port Moresby airport.

Wearing of face masks in 
the airport terminals and on 
board the aircraft is mandatory, 
hand sanitisers are provided 
for your protection, and 
social distancing is followed 
wherever practical in order to 
ensure your international travel 
remains as safe as possible.


