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FRENCH Polynesian hybrid 
cruise line Aranui Cruises has 
released its 2023 program, 
featuring 25 sailings ranging 
from five to 13 days and calling 
in at 26 islands in the South 
Pacific.

Taking place aboard 
Aranui 5, one of the vessels 
to offer guests a cargo/cruise 
experience, the new collection 
boasts the debut of a 12-day 
itinerancy exploring the up and 
coming southern archipelago, 
calling at Raivavae (the Bora 
Bora of the south), Tubuai, 
Rurutu, Rapa and the remote 
Rimatara.

The voyage is priced from 
$8,783 per person, twin share 
and departs 9th September 
2023.

Further options include 
a Cook Islands cruise that 
features visits to Aitutaki, 
Rarotonga and the small, 
untouched island of Atiu via 
Raiatea and Bora Bora.

The nine-day itinerary 
departs 17th April 2023 and is 
priced from $6,841 per person, 
twin share.

Two Pitcairn cruises are 
also on offer, 11-day trips 
departing on 18 Feb and 7th 
October 2023 and exploring 

Hikueru, Anaa and Amanu 
in the Tuamotus, as well as 
Mangareva and Aukena in the 
Gambier Islands, and rates 
lead in at $8,477 per person, 
twin share.

Aranui Cruises Regional 
Representative Australia 
New Zealand Laurent Wong 
said the 2023 collection had 
been tweaked to cater for the 
needs of cruise travellers in a 
postpandemic world.

Aranui Unveils 2023 Bon Voyage Holger

“In addition to enhanced 
health protocols on board, 
we are offering shorter and 
cheaper options to give more 
travellers the chance to enjoy 
a post pandemic holiday in 
paradise,” Wong said.

“As a small ship that 
likes to head off-the-beaten-
track, we are looking forward 
to welcoming adventurous 
Australians back in 2023 and 
taking our guests to every 
corner of the South Pacific.”

Merry Christmas

Holger was born in 
Tasmania, went to Germany 
in his teenage years where 
he met and married Heidi 
(we think they spent their 
honeymoon on a cruise ship 
and successive cruise holidays 
cemented their fascination with 
cruising generally!)

Ultimately they moved 
from Europe to South Australia 
and into the Travel Industry 
where Holger’s love of cruising 
automatically made him a 
Cruise Expert.  Arriving in 
Cairns around 12 years ago, 
Holger first started with BLT as 
our very own “Cruise Director” 
and over the years since he 
has grown his reputation as 
North Queensland’s very own 
cruise specialist

Over a career in travel now 
spanning more than 40 years 
Holger has managed more 
than 50 cruises, visited more 
than 100 countries, with end to 
end more than 3 years spent 
“at sea”.   It would have been 
more but for the last two years 
of COVID restrictions.  Anyhow 
Holger has now announced his 
retirement… he’s planning on 
going cruising again but without 
having to return to the office 
between each one!

Its been a pleasure working 
with Holger these last 12 
years – he has taught us all so 
much about cruising… there is 
that saying “talk the talk, walk 

the walk” – Holger definitely 
“walks the walk” when it comes 
to cruising and one thing for 
sure is that there isn’t a cruise 
client or cruise line out there 
who would ever make Holger 
walk the plank – he’s a great 
ambassador for cruising!

Seasons Greetings
With border restrictions 

starting to ease, Our advice 
is to get to the airport earlier 
than you are used to and take 
paper copies of EVERYTHING 
with you – COVID Test Results, 
Vaccination Certificates 
and Flight itineraries at the 
very least! Travel Insurance 
covering illness from COVID 
but also travel delays due to 
positive test result is highly 
recommended.  We hope that 
in spite of all of this you are 
better able to be with your 
family this Christmas and 
wherever and how you are 
travelling we wish you safe and 
happy travels and through into 
2022.

Merry Christmas from the 
BLT Team.
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How Nativity Scenes Have 
Changed in 2021 Years

IN THE heart of the West 
End, glistening in the corner 
of Leicester Square, The 
Londoner has arrived to bring 
luxury and second-to-none 
service to London. 

16 floors of luxury and 350 
rooms, this urban resort is the 
perfect place for your next 
getaway. Breathtaking views, 
global cuisines, a wellness 
retreat, ballroom and meeting 
spaces – this hotel has it all. 
They can’t wait to welcome 
you.

London is a vast, diverse 
city. Within its fabric, a plethora 

VIRGIN Australia has updated 
its health advice, confirming 
that effective last Fri the carrier 
will only carry guests travelling 
on international flights who are 
fully vaccinated with a vaccine 
approved or recognised by 
Australia’s Therapeutic Goods 
Administration.

The airline also stated that 
customers who have already 
purchased international 
tickets for travel to or from 
Australia and do not meet 

The World’s First Super 
Boutique Hotel has 
Opened its Doors

Jab Policy Kicks In

of atmospheres, textures 
and aesthetics are sewn 
together to form something 
extraordinarily elusive. This 
super boutique hotel holds 
similar discoveries.

With the West End 
and Piccadilly Line on the 
doorstep, Leicester Square 
is a cornerstone of the 
London experience. Famous 
landmarks rise beside 
unrivalled shopping; cobbled 
streets are lined with West 
End theatres and world-class 
restaurants. There are green 
spaces and intimate places. 
Take your pick. Whichever 
direction you decide to walk, 
there is something waiting to 
be explored.

To book, call your local BLT 
team and we are more than 
happy to create this luxurious 
experience for you.
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the vaccination mandate, can 
either receive a refund back to 
their original form of payment 
or reschedule flights fee-free 
to a time when they are able to 
meet the requirements.

Virgin Australia announced 
that its entire workforce will be 
stood up by next month as it 
prepares for an international 
reboot.

Source: Travel Daily
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