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WITH borders reopening and 
international travel becoming 
more available, the first thing 
we encourage people to do, is 
to check your passport.

Each country has 
different requirements for 
entry, including COVID-19 
vaccination requirements. 
Check the current travel, visa 
and COVID-19 advice for the 
country you want to travel to 
using Smartraveller.

Fully vaccinated Australian 
citizens and permanent 
residents can leave Australia 
from any state or territory 
without seeking a travel 
exemption.

Children under 12 and 
Australian citizens and 
permanent residents with 
acceptable proof that they 
cannot be vaccinated for 
medical reasons will also be 
able to depart Australia to 
travel overseas without seeking 
an exemption.

Check to see if you meet 
Australia’s definition of fully 
vaccinated.

Request your International 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Certificate using the Express 
Plus Medicare app or your 
Medicare online account 
through myGov.

Keep a hard copy or 
an electronic copy of your 
International COVID-19 
Vaccination Certificate so you 
can show it as evidence of 
your vaccination during your 
travels. Airlines will check this 
when you book your tickets and 
check-in to your flights.

Find out more about 
the International COVID-19 
Vaccination Certificate.

Present your International 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Certificate to airline staff when 
you check-in for your flight. 
They will scan your certificate 
to view your vaccination history 
and make sure you meet the 
definition of ‘fully vaccinated’ 
before you can travel.

If you are not fully 
vaccinated and do not have an 
exemption to depart Australia, 
you will not be able to board 
your flight (unless you are 
under 12, an Australian citizen 
or permanent resident with 
the required evidence that you 
are medically unable to be 
vaccinated).

If you do not have an 
International COVID-19 
Vaccination Certificate because 
you were vaccinated overseas, 
you will need to present a 
foreign vaccination certificate.

If you were vaccinated 
overseas and want to obtain 
an International COVID-19 
Vaccination Certificate, the 
Services Australia website has 
information about how you can 
add immunisations you have 
had overseas to the Australian 
Immunisation Register (AIR). 
After you have done this, you 
can apply for an International 

We Can Almost Taste Our Next Holiday

COVID-19 Vaccination 
Certificate.

Australia does not have pre-
departure testing requirements 
for outbound international 
travel.  The country to which 
you are travelling may have 
testing requirements.

Stay informed about the 
country you are visiting, in case 
things change. For country-
specific travel advice see 
Smartraveller and subscribe for 
updates.

Before returning to 
Australia, you need to be 
aware of the requirement for a 
COVID-19 (PCR) Test.

If you are travelling to or 
transiting through Australia 
you must provide evidence of 
a negative COVID-19 (PCR) 

test to your airline, within 3 
days of your flight’s scheduled 
departure.

If you do not have evidence 
of a negative COVID-19 (PCR) 
test, you should not go to the 
airport as your airline will not 
allow you to board the aircraft. 

Masks must be worn on all 
international flights, including at 
airports. 

More information can be 
found at Department of Health 
website

Before returning to 
Australia, all travellers are 
required to complete the 
Australia Travel Declaration at 
least 72 hours before departure 
for Australia.

The Australia Travel 
Declaration collects 
contact details in Australia, 
flight details, quarantine 
requirements and health status.

This information helps 
the Australian Government 
determine quarantine 
arrangements and also allows 
the relevant health departments 
to contact travellers if someone 
they travelled with tests positive 
for COVID-19.

To find out more about 
quarantine requirements on 
arrival in Australia, contact 
the relevant state or territory 
government health department.

Contact our team at BLT, 
to help you navigate your way 
through the procedures to 
ensure you have a memorable 
holiday.  Happy travels.
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Hello Again from Volantair

Virgin Australia Net Zero Pledge

Camping in the Top End
 WHAT a busy couple of 
weeks we’ve had. In Mid-
October we organised a 
charter for 10 passengers 
travelling from Auckland to 
Brisbane.

 We found a way for the 
clients which allowed for us 

VIRGIN Australia has 
committed to reaching the 
target of net zero emissions 
by 2050, which will be 
underpinned by practical, 
innovative initiatives.

Speaking at the 
International Air Transportation 
Association Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel Symposium, 
Virgin Chief Executive Officer 
Jayne Hrdlicka acknowledged 
the role aviation has to play in 
reducing global emissions.

“We’ve all got an obligation 
to do the very best job we can 

to move passengers back 
to Australia and as long as 
passenger numbers were 
10 or fewer, they were “Cap” 
exempt.

 This group were a team of 
Mountain Bike Trail designers 
from Cairns who built the world 
class facilities in Smithfield. 
They had been working on a 
track in Norway and then could 
not get home commercially.

 We managed to get them 

as far as Auckland and then 
Chartered a Dassault Falcon 
900C. They had lots of gear as 
you can see but we managed 
to get it all on including 8 
Mountain Bikes.

 We had the passengers 
escorted though Auckland 

at protecting the environment 
and protecting our futures,” 
she said.

“I really don’t think we have 
a choice but to commit to net 
zero emissions by 2050.

“We’re passionate about 
this, we absolutely intend to be 
successful at it.”

Hrdlicka added that 
she was realistic about the 
challenges associated with 
reaching net zero, saying 
Virgin would be practical and 
innovative in its approach.

Source: Travel Daily

airport from their commercial 
flight and loaded onto their 
charter all in less than an hour.

 They were very happy to 
get home and are now back 
in Cairns after their 14 days 
quarantine in Brisbane.

Call us for all of your 
charter needs at home or 
overseas on 0477 771 403  
or email us at  
shaun@volantair.com.au

mailto:shaun%40volantair.com.au?subject=
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Cruise Lines Making Changes

We Look Forward to Creating Your Next Holiday

CRUISE Lines International 
Association’s (CLIA) Oxford 
Economics Environmental 
Report has shown more than 
three-quarters of its members’ 
fleets are now equipped to use 
alternative fuels.

The report, and 
its associated 2021 
Environmental Technologies 
and Practices Inventory, found 
52% of new-build capacity by 
members will rely on liquefied 
natural gas for primary 
propulsion, an increase of 
three percentage points 
compared to last year.

Among other substantial 
progressions made, every 
ship on order by a CLIA 
member is also specified to 

have advanced wastewater 
treatment systems, which 
currently serve 74% of 
capacity - an increase of four 
percentage points over last 
year.

There is continued 
commitment from CLIA to 
the implementation of new 
“green tech”, with more 
than three-quarters (76%) 
of global capacity utilising 
exhaust gas cleaning systems 
to meet/exceed emissions 
requirements - an increase 
of seven percentage points 
compared to last year.

“We know that there is 
more to be done but the cruise 
industry has shown both its 
commitment and its capability 

to rise to the challenge,” said 
CLIA’s Chair Pierfrancesco 
Vago.

“The cruise industry is an 
enabler of green maritime 
innovation, which will be the 
key to decarbonisation of 
shipping.

“This is why CLIA has 
joined other maritime 
organisations to propose a 
US$5 billion IMO research 
and development fund to 
accelerate the development of 
zero GHG fuels and propulsion 
technologies.”

CLIA’s CEO and President 
Kelly Craighead said cruise 
lines remain at the forefront of 
the challenge to get greener.

Source: Travel Daily

Put Cairns 
on Map

ADVOCACY group Advance 
Cairns has called on the 
Federal Government to 
allocate funding to attract 
European airlines to fly directly 
to the Queensland city.

The group has released a 
strategy document requesting 
$80 million in stimulus for 
the Cairns Airport, including 
refurbishing the international 
terminal and a further $20 
million to attract a major airline 
to inject direct European 
tourism.

International tourism 
accounted for $1.1bn in spend 
pre-COVID.

Source: The Travel Daily
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BLT (QLD) Pty Ltd (t/a Cairns, Townsville, Weipa and Thursday Island Business & Leisure Travel)

Queensland 
Updates Map
THE Queensland Government 
will reopen its border to some 
fully vaccinated interstate 
travellers as the state reached 
its 70% double vaccination 
rate.

Eligible Aussies can apply 
for a border pass, but will need 
to arrive by air and have proof 
of a negative TGA-approved 
COVID test within the previous 
72 hour of arrival.

Source: The Travel Daily

Direct Flight from Frankfurt to Cairns Being Targeted

TRAVELLERS could soon be 
stepping on a plane in Europe 
and hopping off at the Great 
Barrier Reef in an exciting new 
plan set to further unlock over-
seas markets to Cairns.

Cairns Airport chief 
executive Richard Barker 
confirmed the airport was 
already in discussions with 
Singapore Airlines about a 
flight passage from Frankfurt 
to Cairns via Singapore “as 
soon as the borders open”, 
unwrapping the lucrative 
German, French, Dutch and 
Swiss markets to the Far 
North.

But in a groundbreaking 
development, he said the 
ultimate goal was to establish 
a non-stop, direct flight from 
the major German hub to 
Cairns “if there is enough 
demand to support it.”

A feasibility study is 

currently being tabled on 
whether passenger demand 
and freight services could 
establish the connectivity 
between the cities – meaning 
tourists aboard an Airbus A350 
could soon fly between the two 
in a little over 17 hours.

“If there is enough demand, 
we can ask the question if we 
should start directing some 
marketing dollars not only to 
Germany, but to other markets 
in proximity who can hub out of 
Frankfurt,” he said.

“A perfect example is the 
Netherlands, France and 
Switzerland.

“We can sell the image of 
people being able to get on a 
plane in Europe and get off at 
the Reef.”

Qantas is currently flying 
non-stop from Darwin to 
London and while Mr Barker 
conceded the English capital 

is too far for Cairns, central 
Europe could prove a plentiful 
bounty for the Far North.

Mr Barker said they were 
also exploring other options 
from Cairns into Europe – both 
via Singapore and non-stop 
with other European carriers – 
but kickstarting the route out of 
Frankfurt “made sense” using 
the existing Singapore hub and 
ties.

Germany is one of the most 
important source markets for 
Queensland, with 80 per cent 
of the country’s passengers 
who arrive in Australia 
travelling to Cairns.

“What a German is going to 
be able to do is buy a ticket to 
Cairns, and come here through 
Singapore without having to 
first go south to Melbourne  
or Sydney,” he said.

“So establishing direct 
connectivity with Frankfurt 

would be fantastic as it 
accesses not only Germany 
but those other countries.

“It gives us a way for 
Europeans to get here without 
having to go south, and then 
having to come north.”

A Cairns–Singapore– 
Frankfurt route would take 22 
hours, including a two hour 
stopover. A non-stop Cairns 
to Frankfurt flight would take 
around 17h45m.

It comes as Mr Barker and 
the airport ramped up efforts to 
rebuild the strong relationship 
with Japan through Jetstar and 
“a number of other airlines.”

“If we can get Japan back 
to what it was in 2019, that 
largely offsets the number of 
direct Chinese passengers 
that we have lost (since the 
pandemic),” he said.

“Japan is a really important 
piece of the puzzle.

“Once we can consolidate 
on that and with Singapore 
through to Europe, then we 
can start to explore other Asian 
routes.”

Source: The Cairns Post
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