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WHETHER it’s hobbits, ski 
fields or stunning views, 
Australians are itching to visit 
New Zealand’s attractions 
under the travel bubble 
arrangement.

Trending destinations 
include Queenstown, Wanaka, 
Taranaki, Gisborne, Otago, 
Auckland, Christchurch, 
Northland, The Coromandel 
and Wellington.

Australians with the travel 
bug are eager to fly abroad.

So, what is it about NZ 
that has gotten so many of us 
excited?

Most people know New 
Zealand as an island nation 
in the Pacific Ocean, home 
to singer Lorde, the haka and 
manuka honey.

But to Lord of the Rings 
fans, the far-flung country is 
better known as Middle Earth.

That’s because the popular 
trilogy, featuring elves, hobbits, 

orcs and trolls, was filmed in 
New Zealand.

The Lord of the Rings 
trilogy has amassed an 
enormous international 
following.

More than 150 stunning 
locations across the North and 
South Islands were used to 
create JRR Tolkien’s world, 
depicting the towering Mount 
Doom in Mordor (known to 
locals as Mount Ruapehu) to 
dreamy Hobbiton in the Shire.

One of the most popular 
film locations is around the 
Waikato town of Matamata on 
the North Island, which was 
used to portray the enchanting 
Shire region.

The village of Hobbiton 
was created here, and was 
later rebuilt for the filming of 
The Hobbit, before becoming a 
permanent tourist attraction. 

So Many Reasons to Visit New Zealand

Bungy Jumping
If you didn’t clip on a 

harness and throw yourself off 
a bridge, did you really go to 
New Zealand?

To many tourists visiting 
the Land of the Long White 

Cloud, bungy jumping is a rite 
of passage.

It all started in the 1980s, 
when young Kiwis AJ Hackett 
and Henry van Asch set up 
the country’s first commercial 
bungy jumping operation, 
with a leap from the historic 
Kawarau Bridge near 
Queenstown.

AJ Hackett bungy jumping 
from the Kawarau suspension 
bridge in Queenstown, which 
is now 110 years old.

Since then, NZ has 
become the home of bungy 
and adventure tourism.

All over the country you 
can leap from bridges, climbs, 
rail viaducts, specially made 
platforms perched on the edge 
of cliffs, and stadium roofs.

Skiing and Snowboarding

The best time to experience 
NZ’s magical alpine region is 
from June to October, when 
the mountains are blanketed 
with snow.

And unlike previous ski 
seasons, you won’t have to 
manoeuvre around crowds 
of international tourists 
dominating the slopes.

This season, the ski fields 
will be for Kiwis and Aussies 
only.

Coronet Peak and The 
Remarkables are the two 
major ski resorts near 
Queenstown, on the South 
Island.
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Each resort has its own 

atmosphere.
The Remarkables is more 

family-friendly and offers plenty 
of space for beginners, though 
it also has a terrain park for 
advanced skiers and boarders 
to practise their moves.

Coronet Peak is the more 
advanced mountain, as it has 
more challenging trails and 
good backcountry.
Get up close to a Natural 
Wonder

Marvel at one of NZ’s 
geysers, a rare pressurised hot 
spring that shoots water and 
steam into the air.

There are only about 1000 
of them worldwide, 58 of which 
are in NZ.

Although the pools might 
look tempting, you must never 
get in a geyser – not unless 
you want to be blasted into 

the sky or have your body 
dissolved like acid. Look but 
don’t touch.

To get a taste of Māori 
culture at the same time, 
visit Te Puia in Rotorua’s Te 
Whakarewarewa Geothermal 
Valley.

It’s home to the largest 
active geyser in the southern 
hemisphere, Pōhutu Geyser, 
as well as the New Zealand 
Maori Arts and Crafts Institute.

There, you can sample 
an authentic “steambox” 
meal prepared using 
ancient geothermal cooking 
techniques, as well as 
experience a Māori welcome 
ceremony and traditional 
performance.

If you want to relax in a 
non-lethal hot spring, however, 
there are plenty of options in 
Rotorua, like the Polynesian 
Spa and Kerosene Creek.

Reward your loved ones by giving them the gift of travel
Drop in to BLT or phone us to purchase a BLT Travel Voucher for that special person.

BLT Travel Vouchers are a perfect gift for the person that has everything. You simply nominate a value 
and you’ll receive a BLT Travel Voucher in the form of a handy wallet sized card.

Let us arrange your unforgettable holiday today! 

GIVE A GIFT OF TRAVELGIVE A GIFT OF TRAVEL

VOLANTAIR was recently 
tasked to provide a vital cargo 
and passenger air link from 
Darwin to Dili in Timor Leste. 
This was in response to the 
recent flooding event which 
caused widespread damage 
across the region.

Volantair provided air 
support by way of an Embraer 
E120 Brasilia which is a 
30 seat Turboprop airliner. 
Volantair ferried men and vital 
relief cargo to Dili.

As part of this consignment, 
there was also a large amount 
of further cargo to be moved 
over and above what travelled 
on the charter. With the help 

Volantair Provides Vital 
Assistance to Timor Leste 
After Devastating Floods

of our partners in this charter 
at Air North, we were able to 
move the remaining cargo free 
of charge on the next available 
mission to Dili.

 Volantair continue to 
provide all sorts of support to 
all of our clients and where we 
can offer our services for the 
good of others, we are always 
happy to do so.

 Whether moving key cargo 
or personnel into remote areas 
either at home or abroad, 
Volantair has the reach to 
assist you and your clients.

Call on 0477 771 403  
or email us at  
shaun@volantair.com.au
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Rail & Sail Remote Southwestern Australia 
A 16 Night Rail, Tall Ship Cruise, Stay & Fly Package
Sydney Roundtrip | Starts 19 January 2022

STARTING in Sydney, enjoy 
an overnight train journey to 
Adelaide aboard the iconic 
Indian Pacific train followed by 
a two night 5-star hotel stay in 
Adelaide, an incredible 13 night 
tall ship cruise to Fremantle 
aboard the new Golden 
Horizon, then flights back to 
Sydney from Perth.

Experience an adventure 
like no other aboard the new 
140 cabin Golden Horizon, the 
World’s largest square-rigged 
sailing vessel. You’ll love 
the relaxed, casually elegant 
ambience on board a ship 
which perfectly marries rich 
sailing heritage and modern 
luxury, with a sustainable 
twist – sailing without using 
propulsion, wherever possible.

Trip Highlights:
Indian Pacific Train

Leave Sydney in the mid-
afternoon and enjoy dinner 
views as the Indian Pacific 
makes its way through the 
magnificent Blue Mountains. 
After a regionally-inspired 
dinner and all-inclusive fine 
wines, there is plenty of time 
for socialising with fellow 
guests in the lounge. Retire to 
the comfort of your cabin for a 
restful night’s sleep as the train 
rolls onward. 

Arrive in Broken Hill in the 
early hours of the morning 
and enjoy a choice of off-train 
experiences exploring the 
historic mining town’s unique 
cultural and artistic attractions. 

Head back to the train for 
breakfast while you journey 
west and watch the scenery 
change from semi-arid scrub 
to the russet and ochre hues of 
the ancient rock formations of 
the Southern Flinders Ranges. 
Arrive in Adelaide by mid-
afternoon.
Kangaroo Island

Kangaroo Island sits just 
70 miles southwest of Adelaide 
and is the country’s third largest 
island. It consists of coastline, 
mountains, bush land and 
desert and is home to a variety 
of wildlife, pristine beaches and 
wineries.

Coffin Bay
We’ll sail to South 

Australia’s Coffin Bay – famous 
for its secluded coastline and 
watersports, from sailing to 
diving; and make our way to 
the Head of Bight lookout.

Inclusions:
• Indian Pacific Train 
journey – 1 nights Sydney 
to Adelaide – in Gold Class. 
Train fare includes all meals 
including special event 
dining, All onboard beverages 

and a selection of off-train 
experiences and excursions at 
each stop.
• One way transfer from 
Adelaide train station to hotel
• 2 night 5-star hotel stay in 
Adelaide with breakfast
• One way transfer from 
Adelaide hotel to port
• 13 night tall ship cruise 
aboard the NEW Golden 
Horizon by Tradewind Voyages 
from Adelaide to Fremantle
• All shipboard main meals
• A selection of beers and wines 
with lunch and dinner onboard
• Use of onboard water sports 
equipment including water skis, 
pico sailboats, kayaks, knee 
& wake boards, windsurfing, 
stand up paddle boards, 
snorkel gear, a floating island 
and trampoline plus noodles for 
swimming
• Onboard resident destination 
expert speakers plus cultural 
performances reflecting the 
region visited
• Prepaid ship`s gratuities
• Port/govt. charges
• One way transfer from 
Fremantle port to Perth airport
• One way economy class 
airfare from Perth to Sydney

Twin Share from $10,575*pp
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WHAT better way to celebrate 
the bubble than with a holiday 
to New Zealand! Here is a 
collection of some of our 
favourite spots for you to 
discover a completely new part 
of the world!

FIORDLAND: Explore New 
Zealand’s remote ice-carved 
mountains, verdant forests and 
the winding fiords of Fiordland. 
Established in 1952, Fiordland 
National Park is now over 1.2 
million hectares in size and 
rightly famous for its epic, 
grand scale scenery, untamed 

wilderness and unique wildlife 
including Bottlenose Dolphins, 
Fiordland Crested Penguins 
and New Zealand Fur Seals. 
However, Fiordland is also rich 
in natural history, geology and 
the location of some historical 
firsts and important restoration 
and conservation projects.

It’s Official- We Have a Trans-Tasman Bubble!

TOP OF THE SOUTH 
ISLAND: Explore the hidden 
coves, beaches, tranquil 
waterways, wildlife and rich 
history of the top of New 
Zealand’s South Island. 

Highlights include Queen 
Charlotte and Pelorus  
Sounds, French Pass  
and d’Urville Island, and 
the Abel Tasman National 
Park.

STEWART ISLAND:  
New Zealand’s third and less 
explored island. Experience 
Stewart Island’s abundant 
marine and bird life.  
Explore the inlets, bays  

and rivers of Stewart Island 
and discover remote areas  
of Rakiura National Park, 
which comprises 85% of 
the island’s 1,570 square 
kilometres.

TOP OF THE SOUTH 
ISLAND: The Chatham Islands 
are New Zealand’s eastern 
most outpost, and the first 
place in the world to welcome 
the new day. These islands are 

a treasure trove of endemic 
plants and animals that have 
evolved in isolation and 
make the Chatham Islands 
one of New Zealand’s most 
biologically important regions.
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