
$1 Million 
Campaign
TOURISM Whitsundays are 
trying to compete with TTNQ 
(Tropical Tourism North 
Queensland), with a million 
dollar campaign to “restore 
visitor numbers, to rival pre-
Cyclone Debbie figures”.

Contact our friendly team 
here at BLT to organise your 
next Whitsunday holiday, (but 
only if you think there is not 
enough to see and do in Far 
North Queensland).
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Flynn Opened  
in November
FLYNN, touted as the social 
butterfly of the Crystalbrook 
Collection’s portfolio of hotels, 
welcomed its first guests on 
November 10.

SUMMER is when the 
rainforest comes to life in 
Cairns and the Great Barrier 
Reef. Warm rains enhance 
the vibrant greens of the 
Wet Tropics, cassowaries 
emerge with their chicks, and 
waterholes offer an inviting 
place to cool off.

It’s the ideal time to slow 
down, enjoy nature and 
recharge by enjoying modern 
luxuries like secluded tree 
houses in the world’s oldest 
rainforest.

Surround yourself in the 
World-Heritage rainforest at 
Mist at Cape Tribulation where 
modern meets fresh air.

The newly renovated 
Lagoon Bayans at Daintree 
Ecolodge offer sustainable 
luxury in a breathtaking 
location. Re-balance your 
mind, body and soul at the 
Daintree Wellness Spa where 
treatments harness ancient 
traditions with wild-harvested, 

pure Australian botanicals.
The area’s Traditional 

Custodians, the Kuku Yalanji 
people, call the rainforest 
‘Wawu-karrba’ which means 
‘healing of the spirit’. The 
lodge’s private waterfall, has 
been used by generations of 
Kuku Yalanji women for healing 
and spiritual beliefs.

The Daintree offers a 
variety of experiences to 
choose from and is home to a 
range of small farms, fisheries 
and micro-manufacturers, 
which can be explored on a 
Daintree Food Trail self-drive 
experience. The trail leads you 
from Port Douglas to Cape 
Tribulation and introduces 
you to producers of tropical 
fruits, spices, tea, chocolate, 
barramundi and honey.

Along the way, visit Cape 
Trib Farm where fruit picking 
tours allow you to taste, touch, 
smell and enjoy the exotic fruits 
of the tropics. Try delicious 

chocolate pudding fruit, creamy 
mamey sapote and a fan 
favourite, breadfruit chips.

Indulge in a classic summer 
treat at Daintree Ice Cream 
Co’s where the homemade ice 
cream, gelatos and sorbets 
are made using classic artisan 
methods and working in 
harmony with the organically 
grown fruit.

Top your day off with a 
scenic helicopter flight to 
experience the rainforest, 
beaches, waterfalls, and 
Mossman River from above. 

To truly understand the 
tropical plant, bird and animal 
life of the world’s oldest 
rainforest join FNQ Nature 
Tours. The small group and 
private tours include day and 
night rainforest walks spotting 
wildlife as well as special 
interest tours for birdwatching, 
conservation and photography.

For more information, call 
us at BLT.

Experience Summer in the Tropics

The Cairns Esplanade 
hotel features glass-bottom 
hotel pools, a 24-hour gym and 
Boardwalk Social with market-
style gourmet food and live 
music.

QLD Rail - 
Keeping You 
Informed
QUEENSLAND Rail are 
welcoming visitors on board 
their services however please 
be reminded that social 
distancing restrictions continue 
across all services and their 
onboard staff are working 
diligently to ensure the safety 
of all customers as they travel 
onboard.

Queensland Rail continues 
to monitor all COVID-19 
updates from the Premier and 
takes the advice of the Qld 
Chief Medical Officer. There 
are no changes expected 
to services at this time and 
Queenslad Rail will continue 
to monitor any impacts the 
COVID-19 pandemic might 
have on travel. Maintaining 
customer and employee safety, 
and preventing the spread of 
COVID-19, is top priority.
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Qantas closes to 
US and UK
QANTAS has closed bookings 
on flights to the United 
Kingdom and United States 
until Oct 2021.

Services to a number 
of Asia Pacific destinations 
remain on the schedule, 
including Fiji, HK, Japan, New 
Caledonia, NZ and Singapore.

The move underscores 
recent comments made by 
CEO Alan Joyce that travel to 
both countries, US and UK, is 
unlikely to restart until the end 
of next year at the earliest.

BLT Christmas Closure
Both our Cairns and Weipa offices will be closed this 
Christmas period from 5pm Wednesday 23rd December 2020 
and re-opening at 9am, Monday 4th January 2021.

We will not be taking any new bookings during this period, but 
will be available to make emergency changes to your existing 
bookings on 07 4080 4000.

We wish all our customers a Very Merry Christmas and we 
look forward to catching up in 2021.

AT BLT Cairns and Weipa, 
we have installed Inovaair Air 
Purifiers (made in Australia).

These provide our team 
and clients even cleaner air. 
More dust and allergens are 
removed from the air and this 
also provides better results for 
allergy and asthma sufferers. 
We are benefiting from 
continuous clean air.

These purifiers use state 
of the art HEPA filters. Modern 
airliners use HEPA filters to 
reduce the spread of airborne 
pathogens in recirculated air.

We look forward to 
welcoming you to our offices 
with some of the cleanest air 
you could breathe in Far North 
Queensland.

Breathe Easy with BLT

SOLOMON Airlines has 
announced a further 
suspension of its international 
passenger flights due to 
ongoing border restrictions, 
extending from 10 January to 
27 March.

“With the promise of 
effective COVID-19 vaccines 
becoming more of a reality 
next year, we look to the 
day we can resume normal 
regular international scheduled 
services,” said the airline’s 

Commercial Manager Colin 
Sigimanu.

Tickets will be automatically 
held in credit for new fares 
until 01 Dec 2022.

Very sad to hear about the death of Maradona.   
A great person.  Her music was wonderful.   
I remember listening to her albums in the  
early 1980’s.  Rest In Peace!

Solomon Airlines Extends
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ON the last weekend of 
November 2020, all our team 
from BLT Cairns and Weipa, 
travelled by bus to Mount 
Surprise, some 320km south-
west of Cairns, for our end of 
year get together.

It was an early start on 
Friday morning, with the bus 
leaving Cairns station at 
6.30am. We stopped for an 
early lunch, before arriving 
at Mount Surprise at around 
11.45am.

Here we stayed at Bedrock 
Village. The region, known as 
the Savannah, offers a diverse 
range of outback experiences 
including cattle stations, 
gorges, the Savannahlander 
train and the Undara Lava 
Tubes.

BLT Road Trip - Onboard Savannahlander

Bedrock Village, designed 
and built in 1998 by Joe and 
Jo Lockyer on nine acres of 
bushland, offers travellers a 
comfortable and attractive 
base from which to enjoy the 
abundant natural treasures in 
the region.

On Friday afternoon, 
our team toured the Undara 
Lava Tubes.  This tour lasted 
around 5 hours, leaving from 
Bedrock Village and returning 
back to our accommodation at 
Bedrock Village.

The Undara Lava Tubes 
are on Ewamian country and 
‘Undara’ is an Aboriginal word 
meaning ‘long way’, which 
couldn’t be more fitting.

The Lava Tubes are the 
longest in Australia and stretch 

a whopping 160km, caused 
when the volcano erupted 
190,000 years ago.

The roof and walls of these 
lava tubes look distinctly 
different from regular caves, 
you can almost imagine the 
lava oozing its way through 
them. In contrast with the dry 
and dusty plains above, it’s like 
going underground and being 
teleported to another planet!

The highlight of our trip 
was Saturday morning.  After 
breakfast at Bedrock Village 
we joined the Savannahlander 
for the journey back to Cairns.

The full Savannahlander 
tour invites you to be a part of 
one of the great rail journeys in 
Australia. This unique outback 
rail experience departs Cairns 
weekly, winding its way 
through the wet tropics area 

of the Kuranda range and 
out through the Savannah 
country to Forsayth and back 
on one of the 4 day tours.  
Highly personalised, you 
will enjoy the tour alongside 
drivers in our 1960’s classic 

“silver-bullet” railmotors. With 
options for short tours and 
visits to Cobbold Gorge and 
Undara, this is a must-do tour. 
A relaxed pace, great company 
and travelling in style through 
country you will never forget.

© AB Photography



BLT (QLD) Pty Ltd e enquiries@BLT.com.au t 1300 76 86 96 w www.BLT.com.au

BLT (QLD) Pty Ltd (t/a Cairns, Townsville, Weipa and Thursday Island Business & Leisure Travel)

Cabin Fever  December 2020 

P&O’s Aussie bounce back 
P&O Cruises Australia’s fleet is 
in shape for a “bounce back”, 
the cruise line has announced, 
with Pacific Adventure and 
Pacific Encounter now both 
joining the fleet in the first half 
of next year.

Pacific Adventure will begin 
sailing from Sydney on 30 
April next year, as the delivery 
of Pacific Encounter is also 
brought forward by at least six 
months.

Encounter is scheduled to 
homeport in Brisbane from 7 
May 2021, but P&O Australia 
said additional voyages may 
be added earlier, depending on 
the timing of the safe return of 
cruising in Australia.

The two sister ships will 

sail alongside P&O’s current 
flagship Pacific Explorer, which 
will extend its operational 
pause until January next year.

“The arrival of these 
much anticipated ships, 
Pacific Adventure and Pacific 
Encounter, in the first half of 
next year represents a step-
change for the fleet and a sign 
of confidence in the market,” 
P&O Australia President Sture 
Myrmell said.

“This investment in our fleet 
is a demonstration that P&O 
Cruises Australia is ready to 
lead the industry in bouncing 
back when government and 
public health authorities agree 
it is appropriate to begin sailing 
again with protocols in place.

Cruise to beautiful Tasmania 
aboard the equally-beautiful 

Celebrity Eclipse!

5 night cruise from Sydney return aboard 
Celebrity Eclipse
Book now!
4/12/21 to 9/12/21
From Only $1199 per person
Includes all main meals and entertainment on board 
(excludes specialty restaurants)
Includes port charges, government fees & taxes
Great value cruise INCLUDING DRINKS PACKAGE!
https://www.blt.com.au/package/tasmania-celebrity-eclipse/

Reward your loved ones on that special occasion by giving them  
the gift of travel
Drop in to BLT or phone us to purchase a BLT Travel Voucher for that special person.
BLT Travel Vouchers are a perfect gift for the person that has everything. You simply nominate a value 
and you’ll receive a BLT Travel Voucher in the form of a handy wallet sized card.
Let us arrange your unforgettable holiday today! 

GIVE A GIFT OF TRAVELGIVE A GIFT OF TRAVEL

Unique Experiences with BLT
ARE you after a unique North 
Queensland experience?

At BLT, we can offer 
holidays to the Cape and 
beyond.

Have you thought of a 
cruise with Sea Swift to the 

Cape, a scenic flight over the 
Torres Strait islands or sailing 
a tall ship.

Being locals to Far North 
Queensland, we have the 
experience and knowledge of 
some great local getaways.


