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BLT Team
Making Tracks

Our BLT Team are soon
heading off for a spectacular
Australian outback rail
holiday on board the
Savannahlander.

The Savannahlander is
one of the great rail journeys
in Australia. This unique
outback rail experience
departs Cairns weekly,
winding its way through
the wet tropics area of the
Kuranda range and out
through the Savannah
country to Forsayth and back
on one of their 4 day tours.
Highly personalised, we
will enjoy the tour alongside
the drivers in their 1960’s
classic “silver-bullet”
railmotor. With options for
short tours and visits to
Cobbold Gorge and Undara,
this is a must-do tour!

A relaxed pace, great
company and travelling in
style through country we will
never forget.
With a range of quality rail
holiday packages available,
you’re spoiled for choice
when it comes to planning
your next Queensland Rail
Travel holiday.
Contact our friendly staff
here at BLT to find your next
train travel destination. We
will be able to tell you all
about it!
BLT (QLD) Pty Ltd

What Is A Future
Cruise Credit and
How Can I Use It?

We have been asked so
many questions about what
a Future Cruise Credit (FCC)
is.

A FCC is a form of store
credit but issued by a cruise
line. Rather than giving you
a direct cash refund, a cruise
line takes the fare you paid
and issues a credit note to
be used toward booking an

alternative voyage or sailing.
When cruises have been
amended or cancelled, or
if passengers are given an
apology for any reason, a
non-refundable future cruise
credit is a common form of
compensation.
The amount of the FCC
is based on the fare that
they paid, less any taxes,
fees, upgrades or additional

purchases like excursions.
If you have received for
a future cruise credit, then
make sure to read the fine
print as there is normally
a “use by” date by which
time you will need to have
rebooked a new cruise. It
does not need to be the
same itinerary, it can be a
different date, destination
or ship, but with the same

cruise-line. If the amount
of your credit exceeds the
cost of the new cruise, then
the balance will be reissued
as a new FCC voucher (but
most likely with the same
expiration date). Any unused
portion of the credit will be
forfeited at the expiration
date. If the amount of the
credit falls short of the new
cruise fare, you’ll simply pay
the difference.
Please note a FCC is
non-transferable so it cannot
be used to pay for someone
else’s cruise!

CLIA Mandates
Testing of All
Passengers

In a world first, Cruise
Lines International Association
(CLIA) ocean members
across the globe have agreed
to conduct 100% testing of
passengers and crew on all
ships with a capacity of more
than 250 guests.
Billed as an example of
the cruise industry leading
the way to a safe resumption
of operations, a negative test
result will be required for any
embarkation.
Testing as an important
initial step to a multi-layered
approach that we believe
validates the industry’s
commitment to making health,
safety and the well-being of
the passengers, the crew and
the communities we visit our
top priority”.
BLT is a member of CLIA.

Roads are
Trippin’

Nine million Australians
are planning a road trip,
according to comparison
website Finder.

A survey of over 1,000
respondents noted 61% of
Australians are planning
a domestic trip, with 48%
preparing to hit the road by
the year’s end.
This is followed by air
travel, with one in five
Aussies (21%) planning to
fly domestically within the
next three months, and 5%
planning a train journey.
e enquiries@BLT.com.au
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Some Highlights

Luxury Cruise - Sydney to Cairns

Cruise on the stunning ultra-luxury Silver Shadow
and explore some of the best parts of Australia. Head
South down to Tasmania and Victoria before heading
North to explore some of the best parts of Queensland.

Phillip Island
Sandy beaches, penguins, and koalas up close! See little
penguins and sleepy koalas in their natural habitat or go
for a swim on a quiet beach bay. Phillip Island is stunning
and full of unforgettable experiences.
Eden
Also known as the “Humpback Highway” as thousands
of whales travel through Eden’s waters in Spring on
route to their home in Antarctica. Subsequently, this has
made Eden the number one place to go whale watching
according to the Australian Geographic.
Airlie Beach
Located in Queensland’s Whitsunday Coast is the resort
town, Airlie Beach. This is the perfect spot for both relaxing
by the sea and water adventures.

19 Night Holiday Includes:

• 16 night cruise from Sydney to Cairns aboard
Silver Shadow
• FREE Economy class airfare from Cairns to Sydney
• FREE private car transfer from Sydney airport to hotel
• FREE 3 night pre-cruise stay in a Harbour View Room at
the Shangri-La Hotel, Sydney, breakfast included
• Port charges, government fees & air taxes
• BONUS: $600 per couple onboard credit.

Silversea’s All-Inclusive Lifestyle
• All meals onboard your cruise*

• Complimentary beverages and sophisticated
entertainment on board
• Butler service in all suites
• In-suite bar with your beverage preferences
• Complimentary WiFi*
• Included gratuities and more

* Terms and Conditions Apply

Suites from $9995pp twin share

Contact Holger at Cairns BLT for more information, as
he has been on 48 cruises to more than 100 countries
with more than 3 years at sea - he knows cruising!
BLT (QLD) Pty Ltd
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Singapore to Open

Singapore has
announced travel restrictions
with Australia will lift for all
visitors from 8 October (excluding Victoria)!
Following a successful
public health review by both
countries, the Civil Aviation
Authority of Singapore said
Aussie travellers will be able
to apply for the Air Travel
Pass for entry, allowing for

short-term travel, including
leisure holidays.
A swab test will be
conducted on arrival
and travellers will need
to subscribe to the
TraceTogether app for their
entire holiday.
Problem is that returning
travellers will need to
quarantine for 14 days when
arriving back in Australia.

10 Reasons Why You Must
Visit Solomon Islands
1. Cultural / Multicultural
Journey through an era
where headhunters collected
trophy skulls. Witness
cultural performances and art
that remains very much alive
and intact. Prevalent and
unchanging pristine village
life. Dugout canoes that still
serve as the main mode of
transportation and much,
much, more.

2. Natural
Who doesn’t love a good
ole’ traditional sand and sun
vacation? Wiggle your feet in
remote white sandy beaches
and bask in the Solomon
sun. We invite you to relish in
our bounties of nature.
3. Pictorial
Beauty is EVERYWHERE
and at every turn. Painted
sunsets and magnificent
waters are just some of the
troves waiting to be adored.
4. Explorable
Excellent adventure options
are right at your fingertips.
Come with us and we’ll trek
to grand waterfalls. Hop
around some of our 900
islands. Hike up beautiful
mountains. Explore our
lands. Explore our home.
Together.

Solomon Airlines extends again

Solomon Airlines has
announced the extension
of its suspension of
international services to
BLT (QLD) Pty Ltd

10 January 2021.
The airline had previously
suspended until 24 October
2020.
e enquiries@BLT.com.au

t 1300 76 86 96

5. Historical
Our nation was home to
some of the fiercest and
bloodiest WW2 battle in
the fight for freedom. Our
museum will take you back
through 10,000 years of
Solomon civilisation.
6. Loveable
Make romance an adventure
with your beloved. Travel to
a secluded island and enjoy
the isolation.
7. Immersible
Descend into our
unparalleled underwater
universe.

8. Hospitable
We just love to smile and
share and there is nothing
like a Solomon Smile. Please
visit us and we’ll share our
blessings with you.
9. Delectable
Indulge in all the freshness of
the Pacific Ocean and local
cuisines.
10. Unforgettable &
Incomparable
What more could we say!
Contact Andrew:
tours@solhols.com.au
w www.BLT.com.au
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Cruise Could Restart by December
The Tourism Restart
Taskforce has approved its
updated Timetable, which
has plotted the resumption
of local cruising from
November, with domestic
expedition voyages to be
first.

TTNQ Secures Five-Year
Cairns Regional Council
Funding
Tourism Tropical North
Queensland (TTNQ) has
secured a $16.5 million fiveyear funding agreement with
Cairns Regional Council.

TTNQ Chair Wendy
Morris said it was the
first time the destination’s
peak marketing body had
received a long-term funding
commitment for the industry
that employs one in five
people in the Cairns region.

Cairns Mayor Bob
Manning said the Council
worked in partnership with
TTNQ to facilitate sustainable
economic growth in the
tourism sector. “There’s
never been a more important
time for funding for our
tourism sector,” he said.

These would be followed
by cruises to New Zealand
and the Pacific, hoped
to take place as early as
December.
The proposed Tourism
Restart Timetable 2.0
was endorsed last week
at a meeting of the
Taskforce, which includes
increase year-on-year in core
funding as well as additional
Council support for events,
industry development and
aviation.

“This five-year agreement
will give TTNQ and the
tourism industry as a whole
greater certainty and the
ability to strengthen our
economy as we plot our path
to recovery.“
Cairns Regional Council’s
five-year funding agreement
includes $2.9 million for the
2020-21 financial year which
will increase to $3.4 million
for the subsequent four
years.
TTNQ Chief Executive
Officer Mark Olsen said the
agreement meant a 15%

“It comes at a critical
time giving the industry a
solid base to establish new
markets that the destination
will need for growth over the
next decade,” he said.

“The funding is a
significant increase in
the level of support for
TTNQ’s day-to-day work
and emphasises the close
working relationship we have
with the Mayor, Councillors
and Council.
“TTNQ will now have
the certainty needed to
build long-term trade and
market relationships, to
pivot our marketing efforts
more strongly into the
domestic market, and rebuild
partnerships as international
borders start to come into
play.
“We will use this financial

representatives from across
the tourism and travel sector.
The Timetable calls for all
state borders to be open by
December, and allows Kiwis
to enter the country without
quarantine, with a possibility
of reciprocal free entry by
Australians into New Zealand
once their election is finished
next month.
However subsequent
waves of COVID-19
infections put paid to those
hopes, with the latest
Timetable setting out new
expectations in the light of
the current pandemic and
easing of transmission rates.

support to build visitation,
recreate the destination’s
flight capacity and reinstate
those jobs that are such an
important part of the vibrancy
of this community.
“With the support of
Tourism Australia, Tourism
and Events Queensland,
and the local industry, TTNQ
generates $100 in visitor
expenditure for every dollar
invested by Council.

“We do this by working
under one consumer-led
brand and bringing $4 of
partner funds to every $1
invested by Council.”
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