
CMV Cruises Famil 

Ship: Columbus. Formerly Pacific Pearl, P & O Cruises.  

 

Capacity: 1400 pax in 775 cabins 
Approx. number on board: 1100. 
Registration: Bahamas 
Currency: Pound sterling. 
Dates on board: 1-5 March inclusive 
Boarded: 01 March Yorkey’s Knob, Cairns 
Alighted: 05 March Rabaul, PNG 
Cruise commenced: Sydney, NSW 
Next Sector Yokohama, Japan.  
Final destination Tilbury on Thames, London England. 

Crew:  
Management – British, French, Eastern and Southern European;  
workers: Indian, Filipino, Eastern European;  
Maintenance: Russian. 
Bridge Crew: Greek captain, Turkish and Russian crew. 

My views:  

The Ship: Its history of being a P&O ship was obvious in its layout, with it looking a lot like the Pacific 
Eden in many aspects: layout, cabins, restaurant locations and styles. The ship is sold as an adults only 
cruise liner, with no activities available for anyone under the age of 18. The crew were constantly 
varnishing or painting, to keep the vessel looking as good as possible.  

The cabins: It didn’t matter what deck you were on, inside or outside, as most of the cabins layouts 
were alike. All were relatively spacious for 2 people, but would be rather cramped for 3-4. The deluxe 
rooms are slightly larger than the standard staterooms and in my opinion, paying extra for a balcony 
is a waste of money on a cruise that is mostly on open water.  

 

The food: was good with many options available for fussy eaters or for those with allergies or 
intolerances. The food staff were always friendly, attentive and able to advise on the best food for me 
to eat. Every day’s meals consisted of 3 course lunches and 4 course dinners. There are 4 choices in 
dining: Fusion – Indian style restaurant and The Grill, BBQ style - both have a surcharge; The 
Waterfront restaurant for sit down dining and Plantation bistro where you help yourself – both are 
included in the rate. Bookings are required for the first three. I had 1 bad meal in 5 days.  

          

Drinks: Several beers to choose from, including British and European ales. Most spirits, cocktails 
galore, a selection of European, American (North and South) and Australian wines, plus soft drinks, 
tea, coffee. There is a coffee shop/café and ice cream parlour, both are at additional cost but 
reasonable priced.  

Entertainment: In my opinion, average. I watched two shows - a comedian and a classical group. Whilst 
they were quite good, neither were entertainers. There’s an outdoor TV, but you can’t hear it over the 
noise on deck.  

TV: The cabins have limited British Sky channels. Not much in the way of entertainment, just reruns of 
the same news all day.  

Outdoor: 2 pools and 3 spas, 1 spa was not being used.  

 

Bars: Several throughout the ship. You would not be without a drink in your hand for long if you walked 
around from bar to bar. Dave excluded. 

 

Nightclub. Mostly unused – the average age on this cruise was 70, so they were all in bed by 10 pm. I 
went there on Saturday night and there were only 3 other people, and they worked behind the bar!   

 

Activities on board: Monopoly board making, bingo, needlework, yoga, table tennis, darts, swimming, 
drinking. I did the last one. There’s a fully equipped gym, spa (out of order), sauna (dry and wet), 
beauty treatment centre - got quoted over 300 pounds to fix my face. I told them it’d take a lot more 
than that. There’s also a library (apparently) and a small casino. 

The deck: the only designated smoking area on the ship is on the pool deck on the opposite side to 
the non-smokers area. Unfortunately, to get to the café, you have to breathe in all the smoke.   

 

The verdict: Of the people I spoke to, some had boarded in England and were doing a round the world 
cruise. They loved it and could not fault it. Others I spoke to boarded in Sydney and were ready to 
book their next voyage. I can’t say that I interviewed everyone, but no one had a bad word to say. Not 
even the whinging pommies. Not me, the other ones.   

The sea was choppy for the first 36 hours and it was a good test to see how I would go, being that I 
got sick going to Fitzroy Island on a fast cat when the wind was blowing 30 knots. At times it felt like I 
was drunk when I was actually stone-cold sober, as the swell caused the ship to rock and as we sailed, 
there was a jerky movement that I was certain was going to send me over the side. However, no 
tablets were necessary and eventually as we approached PNG, the sea became flat.  

The cruise itself lacked scenery, as it didn’t stop anywhere until we arrived at Rabaul, and all the places 
of interest were passed during the night. There was a lack of younger people on board, and the older 
generation are beyond caring what they look like, as they had no qualms about showing off as much 
skin as possible.  

For me there were not enough activities on board to occupy a solo traveller, so 4 days was plenty to 
sample this cruise itinerary. There was no mobile network coverage (both Australian and PNG) from 
when we left Cairns, until we arrived in Rabaul and Internet costs were through the roof at $120 for 1 
GB of data, so I couldn’t catch up on any work – perfect if you want to get away from it all. 

It’s easy to see how people put on so much weight on a cruise, as you tend to overeat, drink and laze 
around a lot more than you would at home.  The prices of some of the cruises that CMV offer are great 
value for money and you cannot fault the staff, despite them working long shifts every day for up to 6 
months. 
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